Sahara Special
How do the significant events in our lives shape our identity?
Unit and Lesson by Lara Pruitt and Michelle Kranicke
Unit
Frontloading (Week 1)
· Dance/Movement -- pedestrian movement, abstract movement 

· Read first 1/3 of text, Sahara Special 
· Sense web vocabulary words to learn process/abstraction

(What is the sound of special, what is the taste, what does special look like)
Asking Questions (Week 1 and 2)
· Develop class and individual question lists/wonder books

· Vocabulary

· Characters 

· Personal events in students’ own lives

· Questions about the novel

· Read second 1/3 of text

Organizing and Analyzing Information (Week 3 and 4)
· Large group creates sense webs and movement for Sahara’s most significant life event, then describe the event in a short essay/paragraph

· Small groups create sense webs and movement for Darrell’s most significant life event, then individually describe the event in a short essay/paragraph

· Read last 1/3 of text

· Class discusses: How do the significant events in the characters’ lives shape their identities?

· Individuals create sense webs for the 3 most significant events in their lives

· Introduce lines as abstract drawings, 

· (curved, flowing, jagged, closed, open)
· Draw lines for vocabulary words

· Students draw the line of Sahara’s life

· Students draw the line of their own life and place an X at the point of each significant event

· Students create a sense web for each of the 3 significant events

Creating Artifacts of Knowledge (Week 4 and 5)

(If possible, a larger space such as a lunchroom or gym should be used for this final piece of the unit.  If not possible, students can be separated so that some can work on writing while others use the space for movement.  If individual movement is too intimidating, small group dances can be made with each student donating their movements and line to the larger group.  These pieces can be assembled as the group chooses.  As the movement is abstract, the actual life event need not be explained to the group.)
· Students create individual movement for each significant event

· Students write an essay/paragraph for each significant event

· Students create a dance by moving across the space in the line of their life, stopping at each significant event to do the movement created for that event

· Students share and revise their dance based on peer/teacher feedback

· Students revise their essay/paragraphs based on their dance revisions

· Publishing of writings to be determined by individuals, class and teacher
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Lesson

· Introduce the word significant and create a definition as a class, compare with dictionary.  

· Introduce the word identity and create a definition as a class, compare with dictionary.

· Discuss the most significant event in Sahara’s life

· Create a Sense Web through describing sensory elements of the event in a web

· Move furniture to create a dance space

· Create movement as a whole class for 5 of the most interesting elements of the sense web

· Combine these movements into a dance phrase that describes the event

· Group writes an essay/paragraph to describe the event

· Divide class into small groups

· Have each group create a Sense Web to describe the most significant event in Darrell’s life

· As a whole group, create a rubric for the creation of a dance phrase of Darrell’s most significant life event

· Each group creates a dance phrase 
· Individual students evaluate each dance phrase anonymously and turn in to teacher

· Individual students write an essay/paragraph to describe the event

