	The Secret Life of Bees  Unit Plan – Draft – “What’s so Secret?”

	Day 1 –  Lit/Lang. Arts

Let’s Get Started
Create a “What you Know” brainstorm chart on the board, focused on 1960’s U.S. History, Bees/Honey, and Art as related to topic for Art Group.  

CRI: C
	Day 2 – Lit/Lang.Arts
· Introduction to The Secret Life of Bees.
· Firefly activity with Alice Walker’s definition of Womanism.  The letter here should connect Womanism to Roseleen and her position but does not have to be written to her.
CRI: WK, F, C, W
	Day 3 –  Lit/Lang. Arts

· Discuss first two chapters in small groups creating a “map” of characters and setting.
CRI: C, F
	Day 4 –  Lit/Lang. Arts

Conversation based on Conversation Hive
CRI: C, F
	Day 5 –  Lit/Lang. Arts

Trip to the library to look at newspapers from the year 1964 to see the sorts of articles that Lily and Roseleen may have seen when they were searching the newspaper for an article about them.
Or use computer lab to search the South Carolina Historical society database http://www.schistory.org/onlinearchives.htm
  archive to get an idea of what kinds of stories might have been of interest to people in SC in 1964.
CRI: F, W, C


	History/Social Studies
Frontloading of historical information.
	History/Social Studies

	History/Social Studies

	History/Social Studies

	History/Social Studies
Ten minute group discussion on their “See and Say” finds.

	Science

Frontloading of Scientific information.
	Science


	Science


	Science


	Science

Ten minute group discussion on their “See and Say” finds.


	Art

Frontloading of Art information.
	Art
	Art

Create Conversation Hive
	Art
	Art

Ten minute group discussion on their “See and Say” finds.

	Homework

· Read Pages 1-33 of Secret Life of Bees

· From the four group options, choose which group you would like to work in for this book

	Homework

· Read pages 34-56 of  Secret Life of Bees
	Homework
· Read Pages 57-66 of Secret Life of Bees
· “Conversation Hive”  number one
	Homework

· “See and Say” number one
	Homework

· Read pages 67-81 of Secret Life of Bees
· Based on the articles looked in the library, write a short article of your own that may have appeared in a 1964 newspaper
· Or, if you searched the  archives, use the material found there as a spark” to write a newspaper article that might have appeared in 1964.
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	Day 6 –  Lit/Lang. Arts

Firefly Activity with either Spike Lee’s documentary Four Little Angels or Marilyn Nelson/Philippe Lardy’s book A Wreath for Emmett Till.
CRI: C, W, WK
	Day 7 –  Lit/Lang. Arts

Class and small group discussions to create the Study Guide for Quiz One.
CRI: C, W, F

	Day 8 –  Lit/Lang. Arts

· Discuss “See and Say” in groups.
· Discuss Foundational Projects and spend time discussing what you have so far in your group and what you might need to find before the project.
CRI: C, F
	Day 9 –  Lit/Lang. Arts

· Give Quiz One
· Firefly Activity with film Equality: A History of the Women’s Movement in America or Mary Oliver’s poem “Hum.”
CRI: W, C, WK
	Day 10 –  Lit/Lang. Arts

Break up into groups to work on Foundational Projects
CRI: F, C

	History/Social Studies
Showing of Four Little Angels or reading of Emmett Till.
	History/Social Studies
	History/Social Studies
Discuss “See and Say” in groups.

	History/Social Studies
Showing of Equality
	History/Social Studies
Working on Foundational Projects


	Science


	Science


	Science

Discuss “See and Say” in groups.

	Science
	Science

Working on Foundational Projects


	Art

Viewing of Four Little Angels
Examining the illustrations of Emmett Till.
	Art
	Art

Discuss “See and Say” in groups.

	Art

Viewing of Equality
	Art

Working on Foundational Projects


	Homework

· Complete Firefly Activity letter begun in class
· Read pages 82-101 of Secret Life of Bees
	Homework

· “See and Say” number two
	Homework

Study for Quiz One
	Homework

Read pages 102-115 of The Secret Life of Bees
	Homework

· Read pages 116-135 of The Secret Life of Bees
· Complete Foundational Projects and be prepared to present them on Mon/Tuesday


	Secret Life of Bees Unit Plan – Draft – “What’s so Secret?”

	Day 11 –  Lit/Lang. Arts

· Foundational Project Presentations for two groups
· Class discussion of text in light of these presentations
CRI: C, F, W
	Day 12 –  Lit/Lang. Arts

· Foundational Project Presentations for two groups

· Class discussion of text in light of these presentations
CRI: C, F, W
	Day 13–  Lit/Lang. Arts

Writer’s Workshop 

· Introduce and explain Final Project
· Wrap up any unfinished discussion from presentation days
CRI: C, F

	Day 14 –  Lit/Lang. Arts

· Discussion based on “Conversation Hive”
CRI: C, F

	Day 15 –  Lit/Lang. Arts

· Break up into groups to discuss “See and Say” and begin thinking about the Final Project

CRI: C,W, F

	History/Social Studies

	History/Social Studies
	History/Social Studies
	History/Social Studies
	History/Social Studies
Discuss “See and Say”

	Science


	Science


	Science


	Science         
	Science

Discuss “See and Say”


	Art
	Art
	Art
	Art
	Art

Discuss “See and Say”

	Homework Read 
Read pages 136-164 of The Secret Life of Bees
	Homework

Read pages 165-188 of The Secret Life of Bees

	Homework

· Read pages 189-213 of The Secret Life of Bees
· Conversation Hive number two
	Homework

· Read pages 214-231 of The Secret Life of Bees
· “See and Say” number three
	Homework

Read pages 232-276 of The Secret Life of Bees
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	Day 16 Lit/Lang. Arts
· Firefly Activity based on the film Beyond Hate or on Darwin’s Theory of Evolution
CRI: W, C, WK

	Day 17 Lit/Lang. Arts
· Brainstorm to create Study Guide Two
CRI: W, C, F

	Day 18 Lit/Lang Arts
· Break up into groups to discuss “See and Say” and begin thinking about the final project.
CRI: W, C, F
	Day 19 Lit/Lang. Arts
· Give Quiz Two
· Break up into groups to work on Final Project
CRI: W, C

	Day 20 Lit/Lang. Arts
· Group work on Final Projects
CRI: F, C

	History/Social Studies
Viewing Beyond Hate
	History/Social Studies
	History/Social Studies
Discuss “See and Say”
	History/Social Studies

	History/Social Studies


	Science

Darwin’s Theory of Evolution
	Science
	Science

Discuss “See and Say”
	Science
	Science

	Art

Analyzing the images in the film
	Art
	Art

Discuss “See and Say”
	Art
	Art

	Homework

Read pages 278-302 of Secret Life of Bees

	Homework

“See and Say” number four

	Homework

Study for Quiz two
	Homework

Do any final research that you may need to contribute to your group for the Final Project

	Homework

Finish the book portion of the Final Project and work on the presentation portion
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	Day 21

Unit Wrap-up
Final Presentation and Discussion: 

Group One
CRI: C, F

	Day 22

Unit Wrap-up

Final Presentation and Discssion: Group Two
CRI: C, F
	Day 23

Unit Wrap-up
Final Presentation and Discussion:
Group Three
CRI: C, F
	Day 24

Unit Wrap-Up
Final Presentation and Discussion:

Group Four
CRI: C, F
	Day 25

Unit Wrap-up
Final Discussion and tying up any loose ends.
CRI: C, F
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	Assessments:

#1 Oral Fluency: Demonstrated in their two oral presentation as well as their “See and Say” discussions.
#2 Writing in role: Demonstrated in their letters for “Firefly Activities,” as well as their writing for “See and Say,” “Foundational Projects,” and “Final Projects.”
#3 Comprehension: Demonstrated in their ability to speak about the book and create contributions to the Conversation Hive as well as creating Quiz Guides and talking about the connection between the non-fiction book they create and Secret Life of Bees in the final presentation.
#4 Work Knowledge: Demonstrated in their interactions with and responses to the supplementary materials used in “Firefly Activities.”
#5 Science: Demonstrated in the group level in their “See and Say,” “Foundational” and “Final Projects.”  Demonstrated on the class level during “Foundational” and “Final Project” presentations/discussions. 
#6 History/ Social Studies: Demonstrated in the group level in their “See and Say,” “Foundational” and “Final Projects.”  Demonstrated on the class level during “Foundational” and “Final Project” presentations/discussions as well as their reading/viewing of documents/books/videos for Firefly Activities.

#7 Art: Demonstrated in the group level in their “See and Say,” “Foundational” and “Final Projects.”  Demonstrated on the class level during “Foundational” and “Final Project” presentations/discussions as well as their reading/viewing of documents/books/videos for Firefly Activities.



	Comments:




Firefly Activities:

Several times during the unit the class will provided with a video or supplemental text that can be looked at in conjunction with The Secret Life of Bees to “shed light” on the text in some way, usually by providing additional elements of social/political context.  Students will be asked to write a letter to one of the characters in the book after these activities, telling him/her what they learned  from the supplemental material and how it relates to him/her and his/her story.
Study Guides/Quizzes:
Twice during the unit, students will create study guides for the portion of the text that they have already read by discussing this portion aloud during a teacher-led conversation and “teasing out” those parts they find most important.  Based on these guides, the teacher will create and give two quizzes.

See and Say:
Throughout the unit, each student will be required to find an image that is somehow related to the approach they are taking on the novel and write a one paragraph description of the image and how it “fits.”  Groups will collect these images/descriptions in a folder and will use them to complete their foundational as well as their final project for the unit.

Example: If a student were in the Social Studies group examining the text through the Civil Rights Movement, they might bring in an image of a sit-in at a Woolworth’s counter and write a paragraph about how sit-ins contributed to the passing of the Civil Rights Act that prompted Rosaleen to register to vote in the novel.
Conversation Hive:

At the beginning of the first week, the students will work together to construct a large beehive on a sheet of butcher paper hung on the wall.  The hive will have “work chambers” inside.  The chambers will be labeled with various aspects of language arts inquiry such as “New Vocabulary Words,” “Character Development,” “Favorite Quotes,” “Settings,” etc.  The students will become “worker bees” of the hive.  Each student will be assigned to a different work chamber at several points during the unit and be asked to search out some “literary pollen” to place inside the work chambers.  Depending upon what chamber they are assigned to, this “literary pollen” may be a quote or vocabulary word from the text, a question they have about the book, or comments about a certain literary element, such a character development, of the text.  They will neatly print this “literary pollen” on a 3 ½ x 5’’ card and post it on the hive. This visual creation will serve the purpose of sparking both class-wide and small group discussions throughout the unit.
Foundational Project:

This assignment, due at the beginning of the third week of the unit, is designed to get the groups to start thinking about ways in which they can put their “See and Say” finds together.  It will help to prepare them for the final project where they will compile these images/descriptions as well as additional research into an illustrated non-fiction book on their subject area as well as give them a chance to share mid-unit what they have discovered so far about their subject area with the class.  This will help the students presenting begin to synthesize their ideas and give the rest of the class some of the information they will need to begin thinking about the text from other perspectives.  A potential Foundational Project Assignment for each group follows:

Social Studies/History focused on Black Civil Rights: A visual timeline of historical events related to the Black Civil Rights movement and the Civil Right/Voting acts and short written descriptions of their social consequences.

Social Studies/History focused on Women’s Rights: A visual timeline of historical events related to women’s rights from the late 1950’s through the late 1960’s and short written descriptions of their social consequences

Science focused on The Life Cycle of Bees and/or the Practice of Beekeeping/Making Honey: A visual circular chart of either the life-span of a bee with short written descriptions of what the bees do in the various stages. (Note, the group should do a chart for the Queen, worker, and male bee as their life-spans/jobs are radically different.)   Or, if beekeeping/honey production is the focus, a visual chart of the process accompanied by brief descriptions of each stage of production. 

Art focused on the images of the Madonna figure throughout world history: A poster showing various images of the Madonna figure as rendered by artists through the world and through history along with brief explanations of why each artist chose (or may have chose) to incorporate certain elements into their rendering of this figure.
These visual/verbal projects will be presented to the class by each group mid-unit.

Final Project:  

Part One:
Each group will build upon their Foundational Projects and work together to create a non-fiction book with photos/illustrations that can be added to the class and perhaps even the school library.  These books will be based in the subject areas that their groups have been working on throughout the unit, and their goal will be to educate other students of the historical, scientific, or artistic data they have learned in their own research.  Such texts are typically 32 pages in length—16 legal sheets of paper bound down the center.  Students can use the I-Witness books, readily available in libraries, as examples of ways they might want to put their books together.  I strongly recommend, if the technology is available, that you have students create these books on computer software—it can even be done on Microsoft word, with the pictures scanned and inserted.  This will allow them to easily change/adjust their text (which is very important in group work), work on it from various locations, and produce multiple copies of the text if they desire.

Part Two:

To connect their work in a subject area concretely to the text, the students will be asked to perform a 5 minute scene from the text and then spend 5-7 minutes, using their books and foundational projects to aid them, explaining the concrete connections between their subject area and the book and how doing research in their subject area helped them to better understand the text.

Definition of Womanist

By: Alice Walker

From: In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens
Womanist:
1. From womanish.  (Opp. Of “girlish,” i.e., frivolous, irresponsible, not serious.) A black feminist or feminist of color. From the black folk expression of mothers to female children, “You acting womanish,” i.e., like a woman.  Usually referring to outrageous, audacious, courageous, or willful behavior.  Wanting to know more and in greater depth than is considered “good” for one.  Interested in grown-up doings.  Acting grown up.  Being grown up.  Interchangeable with another black folk expression: “You trying to be grown.” Responsible.  In charge.  Serious.
2. Also: A woman who loves other women, sexually and/or nonsexually.  Appreciates and prefers women’s culture, women’s emotional flexibility (values tears as a natural counterbalance of laughter), and women’s strength.  Sometimes loves individual men, sexually and/or nonsexually.  Committed to survival and wholeness of entire people, male and female.  Not a separatist, except periodically, for health.  Traditionally universalist, as in: “Mama, why are we brown, pink and yellow, and our cousins are white, beige, and black?” Ans.: “Well, you know the colored race is just like a flower garden, with every color flower represented.”  Traditionally capable, as in: “Mama, I’m walking to Canada and I’m taking you and a bunch of other slaves with me.” Reply: “It wouldn’t be the first time.”
3. Loves music.  Loves dance.  Loves the moon.  Loves the sprit.  Loves love and food and roundness.  Loves struggle.  Loves the folk.  Loves herself.  Regardless.

4. Womanist is to feminist as purple is to lavender.

Hum

--Mary Oliver

From: New and Selected Poems, Volume Two

What is this, dark hum among the roses?

   The bees have gone simple, sipping,

that’s all.  What did you expect?  Sophistication?

   They’re small creatures and they are 

filling their bodies with sweetness, how could they not

   moan in happiness?  The little

worker bee lives, I have read, about three weeks.

   Is that long?  Long enough, I suppose, to understand

that life is blessing.  I have found them—haven’t you?—
   stopped in the very cups of the flowers, their wings

a little tattered—so much flying about, to the hive,

   then out into the world, then back, and perhaps dancing,

should the task be to be a scout—sweet, dancing bee.

   I think there isn’t anything in this world I don’t

Admire.  If there is, I don’t know what it is.  I

   haven’t met it yet.  Nor expect to.  The bee is small,

and since I wear glasses, so I can see the traffic and 

    read books, I have to

take them off and bend close to study and

    understand what is happening.  It’s not hard, It’s in fact

as instructive as anything I have ever studied.  Plus, too,
   it’s love almost too fierce to endure, the bee

nuzzling like that into the blouse

   of the rose.  And the fragrance, and the honey, and of course

the sun, the purely pure sun, shining, all the while, over

    all of us.
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