NEIU Chicago Teachers’ Center / GEAR UP

Lesson/Activity Plan Template

(for electronic submission)


Please enter your response next to the arrow (() on the line below the field name.  

1.  Lesson/Activity Title:
(Exploring the Folks in Seedfolks



2.  Brief Description (about 25-50 words; to be detailed in Teacher and Student Procedures below):
(Students will choose a character that they related with in the book and explore that person more in depth through a series of prompts.  Afterwards they will design a quilt square that is representative of the person they chose to be added to our Seedfolks quilt.

3.  Subject Area (of Class this Lesson/Activity was developed for):
(Language Arts

4.  Integrated Subjects (other subjects covered in an integrated lesson/activity):
(Fine Arts

5.  Grade Level:

(5th

6.  Time Frame (# of minutes, periods and/or days):
(Three 50 minute periods (One to model, One for Character analysis and One to create the quilt squares.

7.  Major Procedures and Concepts Students Will Master:
(Being able to retell the story of their character and connecting it to the rest of the book by explaining their character’s role in the garden.  They will also learn to use symbols to represent the character they are studying.

8. State Goals and Standards (not required to write them out, only the # needed, indicate IL or CAS standard; IL IV-A-3):
(IL I 4B, IL II A 3, IL II B 3, 

9.  Other Learning Goals (i.e., Chicago Reading Initiative elements, national content area standards, etc.):
(Reading Comprehension and Writing

10. Assessments (How will students demonstrate their knowledge? Please be specific.):
(Students will demonstrate their knowledge by writing clear, in-depth answers to the questions and creating a quilt patch that tells the story of their character.

11. Name of Rubric(s) for Assessments (please attach):

(
	          Exploring the Folks in Seedfolks Quilt Project



Teacher Name: Mrs. Smiljanich 


Student Name:     ________________________________________ 


	


	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Graphics - Relevance 
	All graphics are related to the topic and make it easier to understand. 
	All graphics are related to the topic and most make it easier to understand. 
	All graphics relate to the topic. Most borrowed 
	Graphics do not relate to the topic. 

	Graphics - Originality 
	Several of the graphics used reflect a exceptional degree of student creativity in their creation and/or display. 
	One or two of the graphics used reflect student creativity in their creation and/or display. 
	The graphics are made by the student, but are based on the designs or ideas of others. 
	No graphics made by the student are included. 

	Required Elements 
	The quilt square includes all required elements as well as additional information. 
	All required elements are included on the quilt square 
	All but 1 of the required elements are included on the quilt square. 
	Several required elements were missing. 

	Attractiveness 
	The quilt square is exceptionally attractive in terms of design, layout, and neatness. 
	The qulit square is attractive in terms of design, layout and neatness. 
	The quilt square is acceptably attractive though it may be a bit messy. 
	The quilt square is distractingly messy or very poorly designed. It is not attractive. 

	Knowledge Gained 
	Student can accurately answer all questions related to facts in the the quilt square and processes used to create the poster. 
	Student can accurately answer most questions related to facts in the poster and processes used to create the quilt square. 
	Student can accurately answer about 75% of questions related to facts in the quilt square and processes used to create the quilt square. 
	Student appears to have insufficient knowledge about the facts or processes used in the quilt square. 


12. Personal/Cultural Relevance to Students:
(Students will have the opportunity to choose a character they relate with and dig deeper into what that character experienced hopefully allowing them to connect more with their own experience.

13. Strategies for Inclusion of Multiple Perspectives:
(Student will choose a character that they feel a connection with

14. Strategies for Inclusion/ Differentiated Instruction:
(Students will be given the opportunity to share their knowledge through both writing and art.

15. Strategies for Second Language Learners:
( I have a Gear-Up tutor in my classroom that will work with second language learners to allow for further explanation when necessary. 

16. Instructional Strategies (e.g. arts integration, technology integration, journaling, graphic organizers, etc):

(arts integration

17. Describe Procedure(s) for Conducting Activity (Teacher Procedures):
(Teacher will model the process of “Exploring the Folks in Seedfolks” as a class with a character first by going through each question and showing how it should be answered while eliciting responses from the students.  As a class they will also brainstorm and create a quilt square for the character they analyze to show how this part of the project should be done.  

18. Describe Student Procedure(s) (written in a way that students would understand, like directions):
(After watching the teacher model, students will choose and reread the chapter of a character that they especially liked and/or related to.  

Next, they will fill out the following form about their character and make their quilt square following what was modeled.

Exploring the Folks in Seedfolks

Describe your character.

Name:



Age:



Sex:

Ethnicity:



First Language:

What is his/her closest connection to farming?  

What is his or her “story”?  What conflict, problem, or loss does he or she face?  How does his/her interaction with the garden help?

What is the character’s role in the garden? (founder, participant, problem-solver, observer?)

What do you learn about the community and the garden through your character?

What about your character’s “voice”?  Can you hear he/she speaking?  Does he/she have an accent?

What do you predict will happen next in this character’s life?

Part 2- The Quilt Square

Design a square for the Seedfolks quilt that:

· represents your character and their part of the garden

· his or her culture

· what s/he grew in the garden

· what/how they reclaimed a loss

· whatever else is significant in the characters story
19. Resources/Materials Required:
(Handouts with questions, 8 ½ x 11construction paper, scraps of different colored construction papers, markers, crayons, colored pencils

