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Background information 

Text summary 

This book tells the story of a community garden that is started by a young Vietnamese girl in the city.  Her neighbors begin to take notice and add their own crops to the garden.  The things people contribute are based on their individual cultures.  The story is told from the perspectives of the different characters and it progresses chapter by chapter through all the individual voices.  The garden ends up breaking down racial and cultural barriers between people in the neighborhood and creating a powerful sense of community.

More found at:

http://english.byu.edu/Novelinks/reading%20strategies/Seedfolks%20HTML%20Text%20Files/storygrammar.html
Paragraph on the Author found at:

http://www.bookjackets.com/PFleischman/Fleischman.html
Curricular connections:

Community, Diversity, Character’s Voice, Importance of  Language, Working together, Gardening, Immigration

Rationale for use in the classroom:

I am so excited to use this book with my students because so many of the themes discussed within this book will hit home with my students especially immigration, city life and breaking down cultural barriers within a community.  The text may be challenging for my 5th graders because of the figurative language that is used throughout, but I think because it will be high interest they will really enjoy it!
STATE GOALS taught in Seedfolks

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

SG 1: Read with understanding and fluency

C. Comprehend a broad range of reading materials

1.C.2b Form interpretations about themes

1C.3b Identify story elements, point of view and theme

1C.4b Explain and testify text interpretation

SG 2: Read and understand literature representative of various societies, eras and ideas.

A. Understand how literary elements and techniques are used to convey meaning

2A2a.identify literary elements and techniques

2A3a. analyze literary elements and techniques

2A4a. evaluate effective use of literary elements and techniques

B. Read and interpret a variety of literary works.

2B2a. Make inferences, draw conclusions and compare it to own experience, prior knowledge and other texts

2B3a. Respond to literary material

2B3c. Analyze how characters in literature deal with conflict, solve problems and relate to real-life situations

SOCIAL SCIENCE

SG 18: Understand social systems, with an emphasis on the United States

18A2. Explain how language and stories serve as expressions of culture

18A3. Explain how language, literature, the arts, architecture and traditions contribute to the development and transmission of culture

18A4. Analyze the influence of cultural factors including customs, traditions, language, media, art

KEY:

RC- READING COMPREHENSION
W- WRITING



F-FLUENCY
  WK- WORD KNOWLDGE

Unit Plan for Seedfolks
WEEK 1

DAY 1

Build Background knowledge about community gardens and the issues they face by reading The Garden on Green Street  by Meish Goldish RC

DAY 2

Use anticipation guide found at http://english.byu.edu/Novelinks/reading%20strategies/Seedfolks%20HTML%20Text%20Files/anticipationguide.html
Then discuss using teachers guide http://english.byu.edu/Novelinks/reading%20strategies/Seedfolks%20HTML%20Text%20Files/teachersanticipationguide.html
Introduce to author Paul Fleishman using handout

http://www.bookjackets.com/PFleischman/Fleischman.html
DAY 3

Use the Guided Imagery lesson plan found at http://english.byu.edu/Novelinks/reading%20strategies/Seedfolks%20HTML%20Text%20Files/guidedimagery.html 

Read Ch. 1 Kim and discuss RC, F

DAY 4

Read and Discuss Ch. 2 Ana and fill out character graphic organizer found at

http://home.earthlink.net/~robertpilver/mapj.gif RC, WK, F

DAY 5

Read and discuss Ch. 3 Wendell and fill out Venn diagram to compare Wendell and Ana RC, WK, F
WEEK 2

DAY 6

Lesson on Problematic Situation to introduce to Gonzalo found at

http://english.byu.edu/Novelinks/reading%20strategies/Seedfolks%20HTML%20Text%20Files/problematicinstruct.html
Activity found at

http://english.byu.edu/Novelinks/reading%20strategies/Seedfolks%20HTML%20Text%20Files/problematicsitu.html
Read and discuss Ch. 4 Gonzalo RC, F

DAY 7

Read aloud I speak English for my mom by Muriel Stanek

Connect book to Gonzalo’s story (Text-to-Text connection)

Connect book to their own story (Text-to-Self connection) RC

DAY 8

Do Directed Reading and Thinking Activity to introduce to Leona found at 

http://english.byu.edu/Novelinks/reading%20strategies/Seedfolks%20HTML%20Text%20Files/drta.html
Read Ch. 5 Leona and discuss RC, F

DAY 9

Read Ch. 6 Sam and discus and fill out character graphic organizer for Sam found at 

http://www.freeology.com/graphicorgs/homeframes/characterstudy_home.html
DAY 10

Discuss Gonzalo, Leona, and Sam and answer study guide questions RC, W

WEEK 3

DAY 11

Partner Read Ch. 7 Virgil and fill out character map found at

http://home.earthlink.net/~robertpilver/mapk.gif RC, WK, W, F

DAY 12 

Discuss how the grammar differs chapter by chapter and the point of view while reading 

aloud Ch. 8 Sae Young RC, WK, F
DAY 13

Individually read Ch. 9 Curtis and answer study guide questions for Virgil, Sae Young, and Curtis RC

DAY 14

Read aloud Ch. 10 Nora using British accent and fill out character graphic organizer found at http://www.smcps.k12.md.us/mbms/writing/traits.html RC, WK, F

DAY 15

Read Ch. 11 Maricela and fill out Exploring the folks in Seedfolks together to model the process RC, WK, W, F
WEEK 4

DAY 16

Partner read Ch. 12 Amir and brainstorm a list of ways that the garden had broken down prejudices within the community RC,W, F
DAY 17 

Read Ch. 13 Florence together and discuss how one person can make a difference

Do lesson Semantic Feature Analysis found at

http://english.byu.edu/Novelinks/reading%20strategies/Seedfolks%20HTML%20Text%20Files/semanticfeature.html
Semantic Feature handout found at

http://english.byu.edu/Novelinks/reading%20strategies/Seedfolks%20HTML%20Text%20Files/completesemanticfeature.html RC, F
DAY 18

Choose one character and fill out Exploring the folks in Seedfolks.  Making sure each person chooses a different character. W

DAY 19

Make a piece for the patchwork quilt that we will put together that will represent the character you chose. RC

DAY 20

Do the assignment menu project found at 

http://english.byu.edu/Novelinks/reading%20strategies/Seedfolks%20HTML%20Text%20Files/assignmentmenu.html RC, WK, W, F
STUDY GUIDE QUESTIONS

Name_____________________________

Part one: Kim, Ana and Wendell

1. Where do the character live?

2. What are the clues that tell you where they live?

3. What kind of building do Kim, Ana and Wendell live in?

4. What season is it where they live?  How do you know?

What did Ana discover when she dug in the vacant lot?  How did she feel about what she had done?

Name_____________________________
Part Two: Gonzalo, Leona and Sam

1. What could Gonzalo do that his father and great uncle could not do?

2. What did Leona want to change about the vacant lot?  Was her work easy or difficult?  Why?

3. What did Sam notice about the people in the garden on a busy Saturday?

Part Three: Virgil, Sae Young and Curtis

1. How safe do you think people in the neighborhood feel?  Why?

2. What was Sam’s contest?  Who won?

Name_____________________________
Part Four: Nora, Maricela, Amir and Florence

1. What happened during the rainstorm?

2. What are some good experiences that Amir had in the garden?

3. What happened to the garden in the winter?  How did Florence feel? 

4. What made Florence feel happy again?

5. Why do you think the book is called Seedfolks?

