Unit Plans for

Seedfolk by Paul Fleischman

Paul Fleischman


Paul Fleischman is the son of the well-known writer Sid Fleischman. He grew up surrounded by stories. His father regularly read him chapters from his own work and asked for many suggestions about what should happen next in the story. Music was also an important part of Paul’s life. He played the piano like his mother, his sisters played the flute, and his father played the guitar.


Fleischman’s knowledge and love for music and language helped shape his own writing. Paul Fleischman pays careful attention to the rhythm of sentences and sounds of words in his writing. He has received many awards for books including the Newbury Medal in 1989 for “Joyful Noise”.
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Story Summary 


Seedfolk is an interesting account of a neighborhood that comes together through the many efforts of novice and experienced gardeners.  Thirteen different faces from old, young, tough, and hopeful transform a filthy vacant lot into a place where people and plants grow.


Kim, a young girl, planted a lima bean in honor of her deceased father. It was her way of honoring him in a memorial. She cleared a small spot in the vacant lot. Some people watched and helped her succeed with her garden. Soon people started to clear their own spots.  Each person who grew a garden had his or her own special reason.  This is the story of the many faces that join together to make a garden of life stories.
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Sample Lesson

Day 7

State Goal 1,2, 3, 4, CAS A, B, C

Students will read Chapter 6 “Sam “ in small groups. Students will answer the following questions as a group. There will be a secretary, facilitator, and sergeant in the group.  The secretary will write the answers. The facilitator will keep the dialog moving. The sergeant will make sure that the group is on task. 

“Sam”

1. Describe Sam. 

2. Why did Sam like to talk to minorities?

3. What was in Sam’s garden?

4. Sam named the garden Paradise. What does that mean/

5. If you could give the garden a name what would it be?

6. How is the garden much like our school or your neighborhood?

Students will individually work on a Venn diagram to compare Paradise to Cleveland. Students will share their Venn Diagrams with the class.

Evaluation of Student Progress

Teacher observation, Venn diagram

Homework- Students will write 5 true or false questions about “Sam”

