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1.  Unit Title:
(Seedfolks

2.  Abstract (about 25-50 words; to be detailed in “Major Procedures” and “Lessons/Activities” below):
(Using Seedfolks as a springboard, students will develop their own personal chapter developing voice through first person POV.  To develop this understanding, each chapter, each character and his or her unique voice will be studied through a variety of techniques. The final writing assignment will be collected into Albany Park’s Seedfolks.

3.  Subject Area (of Class this Lesson/Activity was developed for):
(Reading in the Language Arts II 

4.  Integrated Subjects (other subjects covered in an integrated lesson/activity):
(Community Studies and Art 

5.  Grade Level:

(Sophomore in high school

6.  Time Frame (# of class periods and/or days):
(fifteen

7.  Guiding Question or Issue:
(How is each character connected to the previous and to the next?

8. Personal/Cultural Relevance to Students:
(Albany Park neighborhood, the home to RHS students, is made up of low, working class families within a gentrifying neighborhood. This novel connects a group of individuals to the neighborhood.

9. Social Significance—Real World Connection and Application:
(I want the students to see real applications for community service and how it can make them feel like they belong through their efforts.

10.  Major Procedures and Concepts Students Will Master:
(Sensory writing and Descriptive writing

Narrative writing

11. Language Learning Objectives (How will students’ first language be maintained/developed?  How will students’ second language be developed?):
(”Gonzalo” a character in novel speaks about his father’s difficulty with language. This character will connect to students with a first language other than English. This novel’s style is accessible with shorter sentences within 5-6 page character chapters.

12. State Goals and Standards (not required to write them out, only the # needed, indicate IL or CAS standard; IL IV-A-3):
(IL III-C-4, III-C-1, I-A-8, II-A-1,5&6.

13.  Other Learning Goals/ Objectives (i.e., Chicago Reading Initiative elements, national content area standards, etc.):
(Reading with fluency

   Writing with fluency

14. Assessments (How will students demonstrate their knowledge? Please be specific.):
(Small groups will create studies of three characters. They will illustrate them, write a letter to them and write a short expository essay explaining each character’s connection to others in the novel.

Individual students will write the final narrative with themselves as part of the community.

15. Name of Rubric(s) for Assessments (please attach):

>Modified ISBE Narrative Rubric for final writing assignment.

Small groups will be evaluated on working together, accuracy of information in description of character, and letter shows knowledge of character’s motivations and responds accordingly. 

16. Strategies for Inclusion of Multiple Perspectives:
(At end of class students will write a review of day’s lesson and any questions or observations about it. Questions will be discussed the following day before new lesson. All perspectives will be looked at in light of the multiple perspectives of the novel.

17. Strategies for Inclusion/ Differentiated Instruction:
( Group work on study of novel uses art talents, letter writing, as well as higher levels making connections.

There will be combinations of teacher reading aloud, students reading aloud, paired reading, and silent reading.

18. Strategies for Second Language Learners:
((Above strategies)

Reading aloud by teacher for students to hear language used, the use of pictures to develop the connection between the visual image and the word and vocabulary word webs will assist second language learners.  

19. Instructional Strategies (e.g. arts integration, technology integration, journaling, graphic organizers, etc):

((Above strategies) At the end students will have the opportunity to word process and put together a book of the classes’ Albany Park’s Seedfolks

20. List of Lessons/Activities (include whole group, small group and individual, to be detailed on Lesson/Activity form):
(see attached

21. Resources/Materials Required:
(thirty copies of Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman

