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During their Shattering Glass Unit, eighth graders at Irving Park Middle analyze and interpret the dual nature of a character through the creation of paper mache masks.  Using symbols, pictures and words, on one side of the mask, students represent what the character shows the outside world.  On the other side of the mask, students represent what the character does not reveal.  Thus, students are given insight to the true nature of being human.





At Irving Park Middle School, eighth graders in the classes of Ms. Kohl, Ms. Nelson and Ms.  Novello are challenged to analyze, document and defend the evolution of the main character, Simon, from the book, Shattering Glass.  This engaging book was used to explore ideas of relationships, power and popularity amongst high school students.  





“The evolution activity made me think about how people can change so quickly.”  


							8th grader at Irving Park Middle





“I liked making the evolution chain, because it gave me something to think about.  It also had fun things mixed up in it, like coloring and drawing.”  


							8th grader at Irving Park Middle








“My favorite activity was making the paper mache’ masks, because I really got to see Simon’s two sides, how he was in the book and his reality.  Also it was fun making it.”  


							8th grader at Irving Park Middle





“The mask activity was great.  We made a mask and we chose a character from the book.  We painted it and put symbols that represented the two different sides of that character.    We worked in partners to make the masks.  We helped each other but did our own.” 	


							 8th grader at Irving Park Middle














