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Author:

Gail Giles was raised, educated, and taught in Texas.  Although she lived in Texas and Chicago, presently she lives in Alaska with her husband and two dogs.  She has one son and one grandson.  Gail Giles is a fairly new author and is fascinated with teenage issues.  Her inspiration for Shattering Glass occurred when substituting in a high school in Texas.  She overheard a conversation between a few popular girls discussing the class nerd  

Shattering Glass is Giles first young adult novel.  Two other books to be on the lookout for are Dead Girls Don’t Write Letters and Playing in Traffic.

Summary:
This is a disturbing, suspense-filled book about a group of high-school boys who first make the school outcast, Simon Glass, popular, and then kill him when he tries to do things his own way. The story is told by Young Steward, who is part of the popular group in his high school, but feels he doesn't really belong, and could just as easily be an outcast. Young is close friends with the other popular kids in his clique, including Rob, a dynamic, persuasive, and controlling social leader. 

Rob is the one who decides to make Simon Glass popular---and with the help of Young and the others, he succeeds. But Simon only goes along with Rob's plans as much as he wants to, until the others, who blindly follow Rob. Simon also does things his own way, and stands up to Rob when he wants to. So Rob tries to wrest back his control, by making Simon even more popular---demanding that Young give up his girlfriend for a special dance, and hand her over to Simon. Young does this---even though it means that he loses the girl he loves.

Simon displays a streak of cruelty towards the people he doesn't like, and is depicted in such a way that the reader will not feel much empathy for him--but his death, eluded to throughout and finally depicted in the end of the novel, is disturbing.

As the story moves forward, we are given glimpses as to why each of the characters act as they do.

Giles successfully portrays Young in such a way that readers become sympathetic towards him; however, readers abandon all sympathy when Young willingly hands over his girlfriend to be used in the ploy to make Simon popular, treating her like an object. Giles' use of teen speech and slang is excellent; the characters' language is vivid, very male, and believable. Her descriptions are vivid, and there is a thoughtfulness woven through the story that compels us to think about the impact of blindly following others. 

Most of the characters are fairly rounded, and the writing is fresh, vivid, and dramatic. An excellent device that keeps tugging the reader forward, through all the chapters, are the quotes at the beginning of each chapter from various minor and major characters in the book, foreshadowing events to come, and giving us added perspective and depth that we would not have otherwise. Although, for me, the last tenth of the book lost some of its grip as Rob acted with such indifference, and I would have preferred a little more depth and insight, the book is a compelling, fast-paced, believable read. If you like happy endings, don't pick up this book.

Curricular Connections

Shattering Glass can easily be connected to the arts, an advisory program, and current events.  It also connects with specific mental health concerns such as self-esteem, stress, pressure and the effects that they have on our teens of today.  Finally, it could be a key asset in conflict resolution and prevention strategies.  Shattering Glass can be used as a means to prevent violence and abuse from getting to the extremes that are highlighted daily in the media.

Rationale:

Shattering Glass is a great book to use to open discussion about peer pressure.  It also lends itself to the discussion of the overpowering role that cliques have on our youngsters.  Teenagers have such a hard time standing on their own, against the collected opinion of a group of others that they consider their friends.  This image is cleverly portrayed in Shattering Glass.
Shattering Glass compares the image of each of its characters with the reality of who they actually are.  Why do teenagers make the choices that they do?  Why do they do wrong when they know what is right?  This novel is a gripping, emotional roller coaster in which all teenagers can connect with on many levels.  It is novel that revolves around real-life issues; issues that our teens need guidance in.  

Shattering Glass Unit Plan-Lesson Plans

CRI Key: W-Word Knowledge; F-Fluency; C-Comprehension; Wr-Writing

State Goals: 1/A/3b, 1/B/3a-3d, 1/C/3a-3e, 2/A/3b, 3d, 2/B/3a-3c, 3/A/3, #/B/3a-3b, 3/C/3a, 4/A/3a, 4/B/3a, 3c, 3d, 5/A/3a, 5/B/3a, 5/C/3a-3c

Day 1 

F, Wr, C, W

Word list of Stereotypes; Magazine Advertisements portraying stereotypes

HW-TV chart

Day 2 

C, F, Wr

Review TV Chart

Watch Breakfast Club TBS Version, complete movie chart

HW-What group do you identify with and why?

Day 3

F, Wr, C

Continue Breakfast Club; in groups create a skit depicting how students will react towards each other Monday at school.

HW-Do we have cliques/groups in our school?  Describe them.  Explain what makes them.  Which group do you fit in most with and why?

Day 4

F, C, Wr, W

Discuss acting scenes; vocabulary chapters 1-5; create vocabulary story

HW-Vocabulary story

Day 5

Wr, C

Anticipation statement; read chapters 1-2; create 6 character symbols

HW-Sociogram, logs chapters 1-2

Day 6

C, F, Wr

Review Sociograms and discuss chapters 1-2.  Read chapters 3-5

HW-Questions chapters 3-5; chain of events chapters 1-5; log ch. 3-5

Day 7

W, F, C, Wr

Present 1 event from homework; review discussion questions; read ch 6-8

HW-Ch 6-8 vocabulary in format of the visual flashcard and half of 6-8 discussion questions, log ch. 6-8

Day 8

C, F, W

Review homework; prediction chart; review for vocabulary quiz ch. 1-8

HW-complete 6-8 questions

Day 9

W, Wr, C

Vocabulary quiz chapters 1-8; chain of events ch. 6-8

HW-Vocabulary word maps for ch. 9-15

Day 10

C, F, Wr

Review homework; read ch. 9-10

HW-chapter 9 questions, log chapters 9-10

Day 11

F, C, Wr

Read chapters 10-11-12; discussion questions

HW-chain of events ch. 9-12, log ch. 11-12

Day 12

C, F, Wr

Read chapters 13-15; discussion questions; discuss phrase “Sheep on Wolf’s Clothing”

HW-make a list of Simon’s changes, log 13-15

Day 13

C, F, Wr, W

Evolution of Simon vs. Evolution of  Man

HW-chapters 16-18 vocabulary; chain of events 9-15

Day 14

W, C, F, Wr

Review vocabulary 1-20; read chapters 16-17

HW-questions, study for test, log ch. 16-17

Day 15

W, C, Wr, F

Present Evolution projects; Vocabulary Quiz 9-18; read ch. 18

HW-ch. 18 log and questions, chain of events 16-18

Days 16-18
C, Wr

Create a paper mache' mask portraying the changes made of one of the major characters from the book

HW Brainstorm ideas for mask, symbols and phrases to use; practice presenting mask

Day 19

F, Wr, W

Present masks and display them 

HW-reflection-pick favorite mask and explain why it was your favorite; vocabulary ch. 19-28

Day 20

C, F, Wr

Read chapters 19-20-what new discoveries are being made about the characters

HW-log 19-20 and questions

Day 21

C, F, Wr

Read chapters 21-22

HW-log and questions

Day 22

W, C, F, Wr

Review vocabulary 19-28; read chapters 23-25

HW log and questions for chapters 23-25

Day 23

C, F, W, Wr

Read chapters 26-28; discuss ending and check predictions

HW-log and questions for ch 26-28; study for vocabulary test

Day 24

W, Wr, C

Vocabulary quiz 19-28; make a list of quotes for book

HW-continue quote list; chain of events ch 23-25

Day 25

C, Wr, F

Create a chart; quotes and their meanings

HW-chain of events 26-28; brainstorm events leading to Simon’s death

Day 26-27
C, F, Wr, W

Create shards/pieces from masks created earlier.  Explain reasons for Simon’s death on each.

HW-vocabulary study chapters 1-28

Day 28

F, C, W

Presents shards of mask

HW-study for final vocabulary test; create your own multiple-choice test

Day 29

W, C

Final Vocabulary test

HW-review notes for final

Day 30

C, Wr

Final test for Novel

Unit Level Assessment:
Mask/Mask Shard Project

Final Vocabulary and Comprehension Tests

Other Assessments:

Vocabulary flashcards, stories, maps

Comprehension/discussion questions

Evolution of Simon Project

Logs

Various graphic organizers

Lesson Plan Day 14-15 “Evolution of Simon” (Project & Presentation)
Goals: 1/B/3c   1/C/3b-3d, 3f     2/A/3b     2/B/3a-3b    4/A/3a     4/B/3a, 3c

CRI:

Comprehension: students justify opinions using evidence from novel

Fluency: present projects, explaining opinions and evidence

Objective:
Students will be able to identify and explain the various changes made by the character Simon and compare these changes to the stages of man’s evolution

Materials:
Copies of student made drawings of the 5 stages of man, novel Shattering Glass, chart paper, various drawing tools

Activity:
Explain/discuss the theory of the evolution of man and human development throughout time.  

Highlight the five stages of man using percentages of ape vs. human.  

Assign pairs of students to a specific stage of evolution

Students compare the evolution of man the changes/evolution that the main character Simon has made throughout the novel

Students skim/scan novel for evidence supporting the assigned stage of development.

Students highlight changes of Simon through pictures and words

Present Project

Assessment:
Presentation-evidence on comparison of evolution of man to evolution of Simon

Homework:

Reflection paper-which project(s) best described Simon’s evolution and why?

