A Single Shard

Things to Talk About and Notice

· The story revolves around the work of the potters of the village and Tree-ear's fascination with it. How are people drawn toward work and art. What factors determine our passions? List some of the things that you and people you know are passionate about. 

· How does the older system of apprenticeship compare with current formal schooling systems? 

· Tree-ear and Crane-man are homeless. What do you think would be different if they were homeless in your area and in our time? 

· Master potter Min is very gruff and seldom shows any approval. Why do you think he is this way? Is there any change over the course of the story? 

· There are several ethical discussions within the story. Stop and discuss these questions and decide what you would do in this situation. How do you decide ethical questions? What are the general concerns that should be raised? 

Activities

· Find a local potter who will let you see their work and observe them at a pottery wheel. 

· It can be difficult to get access to a pottery wheel but, like Tree-ear you can experiment with other ways of working with clay. Try forming pottery out of slabs of clay and work on making something like the leaf that he works so hard on. 

· Look at an Atlas to track Tree-ear's trip. 

· Time how quickly you can walk a given distance and then guess how far you might be able to walk in a day. Compare it to other forms of transportation and how far you can travel in a day: bicycle, horse, car, train, and airplane. 

· Visit a local flea market to compare designs on china. 

· Create a timeline of Korean history and look for ways in which this story was affected by the times. 

· Research the life of royalty versus the life of the common people during the twelfth century. How does this compare with current class differences. 

Discussion Ideas 

· Compare the apprentice system to the formal education system. 

· Discuss the ethical issues in the book including stealing, honor, and honesty. Look for examples in your own life. 

· Make a list of Tree-ear sayings and discuss his conclusions. 

· Compare homelessness today with Tree-ear's time. 

· Invite a local pottery to present to the class or email a potter. 

· Try creating your own pot. 

· Draw a picture of Tree-ear's home under the bridge. 

· Use an atlas to trace Tree-ear's trip. How fast can you walk? How long would it take you to walk? What other methods of transportation could you use? How much would they cost? 

 http://eduscapes.com/newbery/02a.htm
