(Silent Discussion/or Written Conversation(

Purpose:  To get students to offer their interpretations/opinions about the text to each other in a non-threatening way by passing notes back and forth where they debate, question, or agree and expand on thoughts.  To extend the activity, the first conversation may be passed around one or two additional times. (Strategy can be used before, during or after reading) 
How to have a Written Conversation:  After Reading or hearing a source, pairs of students write short notes back and forth to each other about what they read, questions they have, or ideas they generated.   This can be in groups of up to four students.  At the end of the conversation, provide time for students to review what was written and possibly share with the whole class what ideas were generated. 
The Young Adolescent Learner----What is going on with these young people and how does it impact their learning and my teaching?! 

Step 1:  Read the article on The Young Adolescent Learner and underline words or phrases that resonate with you.  

Step 2:  When you have finished reading have your group participate in a Written Conversation.  Use the space on this paper for your written conversation.  
Step 3:  Read through your conversation and underline words and phrases that resonate with you.  Share your findings with your group.  Post on big paper and share with the class.  
