YAL Units for Books Planning Template

This form is available online at www.neiu.edu/~yal
	Title of Unit:  A Girl Named Disaster and The Skin I’m In: Exploring Troubles and Triumphs in the Quest for Female Identity 
	Date Submitted:
Oct. 12, 2007

	Unit Developed by: Susan A. Garr and Michero Washington
	

	School:  Chicago Teachers’ Center
	

	Contact Information: 
	

	Approximate # of Hours Spent to Develop Unit: 
	

	Grade Level(s):    6-9
	

	Curriculum Areas: Language Arts, English, Reading, Social Studies, Health

	

	Brief Description of the Unit (50-75 words) :  Using a variety of reading, writing and thinking activities challenge students to learn about themselves and other students in their class-thus constructing a community of learners and positive classroom culture.  Activities will facilitate student exploration of the text as well as their own life.   Students will explore the themes of the books, connect them to their life and map out themes of their own life.  Students will connect texts via comparing and contrasting themes and character.  Students will explore the journey of self-discovery by examining the way in which our main characters' identities are shaped, shifted and stifled by their response to life circumstances. Activities will address the importance of self-esteem, culture and skin tone bias as the foundation for transforming the relationship between external features and misperceptions of the self.  Students will be challenged to view the lives they were given and re-envision the lives they want for themselves.  
	

	Enduring Understandings (What do you want your students to understand and be able to use ten years from now?)
 That the way a person thinks about herself or himself is directly related to their response to life circumstances.  That one must find and seek support.  One must advocate for him or herself –find resources to support what he or she wants to become in life.  Students will see that education is a river they must orient themselves through and that writing can be used as a tool for transformation.  KNOW THY SELF. Know how to ask for help. 
	

	Essential Questions

(What are the open-ended questions that will promote inquiry into the heart of the subject or discipline?)
How am I defined by myself and by the constructs that make me who I am?    

How does my view of self impact my vision of success?  
How does culture, race and gender create who I am?   

	Knowledge and Skill

(What will your students know and be able to do at the end of the unit?)
Students will write for a variety of purposes.
Students will use comprehension strategies to make meaning from fiction and non-fiction texts. 
Students will use meta-cognitive strategies to reflect on their learning. 

Students will work collaboratively.
Students will self-evaluate their work in groups.



	Assessment Evidence/Instruments: 

(How will you know how well your students learned?  Attach rubrics and checklists, if used.)
Learning Activities: 

(List the most important learning activities students will perform during the unit.)


	

	Required materials/resources requested from GEAR-UP:
· Attach a Standards-Based Weekly Lesson Plan for each week of the Unit.
(http://sbci.cps.k12.il.us/templates/cc_lp.dot)

· Attach a CPS Lesson Plan for one day of the Unit.
(http://mr-rogers2.it.northwestern.edu/cgi-bin/WebObjects/ActivityDemo)
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