Speak -Daily Breakdown-State Goals 1.A.3a-b; 1.B.3a-d; 1.C.3a-d; 2.A.3a-c; 2.B.3a, 3c; 3.B.3a-b; 3.C.3a-b; 4.B.3a-b; 5.A.3a-b; 5.B.3a; 5.C.3a-b


Day 1

(Predict the book based on the cover

(Predict the book based on the title

(List of synonyms of the verb speak – keep to compare when book ends

(In class, read p. 3-14 (stop at ‘Home.Work.”

HW: 

Read p.14-20 (stop at ‘Friends’)

Answer HW questions

Find a Picture of ‘book clans’ (p.4) 


Day 6

(Journal “Predict what Melinda wants to confess” (p.51)

HW:

(Read p.65-78 (stop at “Poster Child”)

(Answer HW questions

Day 2

“1st Impressions”

(Journal “1st impressions”

(Discuss ‘book clans’

(Read p.20-30 (stop at “The Opposite…”

(Introduce 1st Marking Period Vocabulary Activity

HW:

Read p.30-35 (stop at “Dinner Theater”

Answer HW questions

Day 7

(Read p.79-92 in class 

HW:

Answer HW questions

Finish 2nd Marking Period Vocab. Activity

Day 3

“Watercolor of Trees”

(Paint “Watercolors of trees that have been hit by lightning” (p.30)

(Students will write and type their own interpretation of their watercolor.

HW:

Read p.35-39

Answer HW questions

Write and Type watercolor interpretation

Day 8

“Depression”

(Discuss Teenage Depression

(List Melinda’s signs of Depression

(Students will choose 1 sign of depression and write a 1-page typed paper about Depression and the specific sign.

HW:

Work on Depression paper

Day 4

“IT”

(Read p.39-46

(Journal –“Impressions

of Melinda’s 1st Marking Period” 

(Finish 1st Marking Period Vocab. Activity

HW:

Answer HW questions

Review for Vocab. Quiz

Day 9

(Journal “Impressions of Melinda’s 2nd Mark. Period

(Character Quote Quiz

(Fishbone Graphic Organizer – Cause/Effect of Melinda’s Depression

HW:
Finish Vocab. Activity

Depression Paper

Day 5

(Vocabulary Quiz

(Journal “Who do you think ‘IT’ is and what is the relationship with Melinda?”

(Introduce 2nd Marking Period Vocab. Activity

(Read p.49-61 (stop at “Wishbone”)

HW:

Read p.61-65 (stop at “Peeled and Cored”

Answer HW questions

Begin 2nd Vocab Activity

Day 10

(2nd Marking Period Vocabulary Quiz

(Introduce 3rd Marking Period Vocab. Activity

(Read p.95-111 (stop at “Our Lady…”

HW:

Read p.111-116 (stop at “Miss”)

Answer HW questions

3rd Mark. Period Vocab

Day 11

(Read p.116-119

(Discussion of Picasso and Cubism

(Cubism Activity

(Journal “Why did Melinda relate to Picasso’s Cubism painting?  Why did she like it?”

HW:

Read p.120-123 (stop at Hall of Mirrors)

Answer HW questions

Finish Cubism activity


Day 16

(4th Marking Period Vocab. Quiz

(Problem-Solving Group Project - Due

and will be presented on Day 18

HW:  

Finish 1-page Depression Research paper 

Day 12

(Read p.123-132

(Dialogue Activity

*List Characteristics of ‘Melinda One’ and ‘Melinda Two’ (p.132)

*Give scenarios and then students have to respond according to Mel 1 or Mel 2

HW:

Read p.133-137

Answer HW questions

Finish 3rd Marking Period Vocab. Activity

Day 17

(Present Research paper

(Continue with Problem-Solving Group Activity

HW:

Finish Problem-Solving

Group Activity

Day 13

“Rape”

(3rd Marking Period Vocab. Quiz

(Discuss rape 

(Journal “Impressions of Melinda’s 3rd Mark. Period”

(Read p.141-150 (stop at  “Thin Atmosphere”)

HW:  

Read p.150-155 (stop at “No Justice…”)

Answer HW questions 

Day 18

(Present Problem-Solving Group Activity

Day 14

(Introduce 4th Mark. Period Vocab. Activity

(Read p. 155-172 (stop at “Hairwoman…”)


HW:

Answer HW questions

Begin 4th Mark. Period Vocab. Activity

Day 15

(Read p.172-198

(Journal “Impressions of Melinda’s 4th Mark. Period”

(Venn Diagram-Compare & Contrast Melinda at the beginning and at the end of Freshman year 

HW:

Answer HW questions

Complete Venn Diagram

Laurie Halse Anderson Biography:

Laurie Halse Anderson grew up in Syracuse, New York, and now lives in Pennsylvania with her husband and two daughters. SPEAK, nominated for the 1999 National Book Award for Young People's Literature, is her first novel. She is also the author of three picture books, NO TIME FOR MOTHER'S DAY, TURKEY POX, and NDITO RUNS.

Book Summary:

At the end of the summer before she enters high school, Melinda attends a party at which two bad things happen to her.  She gets drunk, and she is raped. Shocked and scared, she calls the police, who break up the party and send everyone home. She tells no one of her rape, and the other students, even her best friends, turn against her for ruining their good time. By the time school starts, she is completely alone, and utterly desolate. She withdraws more and more into herself, rarely talking, cutting classes, ignoring assignments, and becoming more estranged daily from the world around her. Few people penetrate her shell; one of them is Mr. Freeman, her art teacher, who works with her to help her express what she has so deeply repressed. When the unthinkable happens--the same upperclassman who raped her at the party attacks her again--something within the new Melinda says no, and in repelling her attacker, she becomes whole again.

Major Themes include peer pressure, fitting in, rape, suicide, teen depression, ostracism, and art therapy.

Curricular Connections:

The pressures of fitting in are prominent in adolescents’ thoughts and motives.  Other more serious ideas of suicide and rape can also be part of young adult’s day-to-day lives.  Speak is set at a time in a girl’s life that coincides with late middle school students.  The themes and time frame can appeal to both male and female middle schoolers.

The themes and ideas used in Speak can be used in conjunction with a variety of activities.  Other books with similar themes of peer pressure, and fitting in at any cost include Shattering Glass by Gail Giles, Cut by Patricia McCormick, Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli and Monster by Walter Dean Myers.  With these similar themes, literature circles between students can be incorporated.  Other curricular activities can include art therapy, and research experience on topics that can or have occurred in a student’s lifetime.

Rationale for Text’s Use:

Speak would be a great book to use in the classroom.  It introduces topics that are serious to the lives of students and are necessary to discuss with young adults but is not in lecture form.  It is in a format that is humorous yet allows the student to understand the thoughts that are going on in the character.  By the way it is written, Speak will inspire the students to read more.  It introduces new vocabulary and introduces a different style of writing most students may not be accustomed to.  The subject matter also gives students the opportunity to research a topic that they are interested in or can closely relate to.

Day 2 & Day 3 Lesson Plans

Objective:  Students will read a phrase from the book and interpret the phrase in both art form and written form.

DAY 2

Students will read the phrase on p.30

“For a solid week, ever since the pep rally, I’ve been painting watercolors of trees that have been hit by lightning.  I try to paint them so they are nearly dead, but not totally.”

DAY 3

Students will be assigned the task to paint a watercolor according to the quote.  Students will base their drawings on their interpretation of the quote.

Students will also be required to write their own interpretation of the painting.  They will need to write a 1-paged paper explaining their thoughts and ideas of the painting, what the trees and lightning mean, how it makes them feel, etc.

Work will be graded according to the Art and Interpretation Rubrics.

	“Watercolors of trees that have been hit by lightning” Art Rubric
Excellent
Satisfactory
Needs Improvement
Unsatisfactory
Effort/Work Skills
Excellent use of time 

Strong focus on project 

Project is completed 

On task

Good use of time 

Focused on project 

Project completed 

On task frequently

Fair use of time 

Not fully focused on the project 

Off task sometimes 

Poor use of time 

Not focused on project 

Project less than 1/2 finished 

Off task often 

Following Directions 

Followed all directions 

Followed most (3/4) of the directions 

Followed only (1/2) of the directions 

Followed less than (1/2) of the directions 

Creativity/Craftsmanship 

Evidence of highly creative thinking 

Used imagination 

Original ideas/work 

Excellent use of supplies/tools 

Excellent attention to details 

High-quality craftsmanship

Creative thinking 

Used imagination 

Original ideas/work 

Good use of supplies/tools 

Good attention to details 

Good craftsmanship 

Some creative thinking 

Lacks imaginative ideas 

Sometimes uses materials/tools properly 

Some attention to details 

Somewhat messy or hurried 

No creative thinking 

Copies work of others 

Does not properly use materials/tools 

Some attention to details 

Very messy or hurried 




Interpretation Writing Rubric

(4-‘Excellent’; 3-‘Good’; 2-‘Fair’; 1-‘Poor’)

	

	4
	3
	2
	1

	Expresses thoughts

and ideas thoroughly
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Thoughts and ideas are creative and original
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Writer specifically discussed and interprets the significance of the tree and the lightning
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Writer expresses his/her own feelings and opinions of the watercolor
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Uses expressive words 

and details
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Written Interpretation relates and coincides

with the art project
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Written Interpretation is in proper form
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Total Score-
	
	
	
	


