Do I Dare Heal My Universe? 

One-day Lesson Plan


	Title of Lesson Plan/Activity

Group Discussion Ground Rules

	Brief Description/Overview 

Each learner will voice his or her “vision” for the book study group.  Each will explain what he/she would like to get out of the experience and how he/she will contribute to the group.  The learners will discuss, vote on, and agree to ground rules for their group discussions.  After reading an annotated bibliography of biblio-therapeutic books, the learners will comment on which issues they think are most important to address in their student body.  Each learner will explain which books on the list he/she is most interested in reading and why.  The group will also decide on the book or books they would like to read and discuss.  Finally, the group will evaluate how well it functioned as a group.

	Subject Area(s)

Main & Integration Areas
Reading, 

Social/Emotional Learning
	Grade Level(s)

9-12
	Length of Lesson Plan (# of minutes or periods/days)

This is a series of lessons taking place over 3-4 class periods.

	Goals and Standards (ISBE)
SEL:  1.B.5b, 2.A.4a, 2.A.5a, 2.A.4b,2.A.5b,
2.B.5a, 2.B.5b, 3.B.5b 

Engl.:  1.B.4a, 4.A.4a, 4.B.4b, 4.B.5b, 4.B.4d
	Addl. Learning Goals/ Objectives 

AASL:  3.2.1, 3.2.2, 3.2.3, 3.3.1, 3.3.2, 4.1.5, 4.2.3, 4.2.4, 4.3.1, 4.3.2, 4.3.3, 4.4.1 
I-SAIL:  3.B.8, 4.F

	Student Grouping(e.g. whole class, small groups, etc.)

Learners work as members of a small discussion group.  

	Major Procedures and Concepts Students Will Master

Students will be able to

· participate as responsible members of a group.

· make group decisions in a respectful democratic way.

· listen actively to their fellow group members.

· analyze the qualities that make a successful group discussion environment.

· choose books based on personal interest and community need.

	Personal/Cultural Relevance to Students

Learners will be introduced to several books that have therapeutic value and that may 

expand their personal reading interests.

	Social Significance—Real World Connection and Application

Learners will learn interpersonal skills that will help them be responsible members of society.

	Instructional Strategies 

Action Strategies—small group discussion, active listening, reflection on community need, personal expression, democratic decision making

	Language Learning Objectives & Strategies (How will students’ first language be maintained/developed?  How will students’ second language be developed?)
Whether English is the learners’ first or second language, the learners will improve their English language comprehension and speaking by listening and contributing to group discussion.
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	Strategies for Inclusion of Multiple Perspectives

Members of the book discussion group are required to listen to the views and ideas of their fellow group members.  They must agree to decisions that have come about by a democratic vote.

	Strategies for Inclusion/ Differentiated Instruction

Each member of the group is given the opportunity to share his/her personal opinions, desires, and ideas.  If a learner doesn’t understand a word or concept, he/she can ask for help from the other group members.  The facilitator (i.e. teacher-librarian) requires group members to support and encourage each other by assigning the role of “encouragement barometer” to one of the members.  The encouragement barometer’s job is to encourage each discussion participant, to make sure each person is given a chance to speak, and not to allow members to speak disrespectfully to each other.

	Describe Procedure(s) for Conducting Activity (Teacher Procedures):
1. Each learner will voice his or her “vision” for the book study group.  Each will explain what he/she would like to get out of the experience and how he/she will contribute to the group.  
2. The learners will discuss, vote on, and agree to ground rules for their group discussions.  The teacher-librarian will provide them a list of sample “ground rules” which they can use as a “jumping off” point (e.g. Only one person speaks at a time, members will listen attentively while a fellow member is speaking, members will speak to each other respectfully even if they disagree with each other, etc.)  Members draft a list of ground rules and then vote “yea” or “nay” for each rule.  They compile a list of the rules that received more “yea’s” than “nay’s.”
3. Learners will read an annotated bibliography of biblio-therapeutic titles, provided by the teacher-librarian.  Then they will comment on which societal/psychological issues they think are most important to understand and address in their student body.  
4. One at a time, each learner will explain which book or books on the list he/she is most interested in reading and why.  
5. After listening to members talking about their choice of book(s), each member will write down the title of his or her 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choices, without showing the choices to the others in the group.  
6. Using a simple rubric, learners assess how they worked together as a group.  Meanwhile, teacher-librarian tallies the choices, assigning 3 points to 1st choice selections, 2 points to 2nd choice selections, and 1 point to 3rd choice selections.  Teacher-librarian announces the results of the vote, lends each student a copy of the book, and sets the date for the next book discussion meeting.

	Describe Student Procedure(s) including TIMING

(a “how-to” for students that they would understand)
Steps 1-6 (above) will be written out on a sheet.  The general directions are:  “Read each step and reflect on the question it contains.  Take turns until each member of your group has shared with the group his/her response to the question.  Then, if an action is needed (such as a vote), take the action.”  The timing for each is flexible, but should be approximately as follows:
Step 1 (5 min.), Step 2 (10 min.), Step 3 (5 min.), Step 4 (10 min.), Step 5 (3 min.), Step 6 (7 min.)

	Assessments (How will students demonstrate their knowledge & learning? Please be specific including names of any rubrics)
Using a rubric, each group member will assess how well their group, as a whole, a.) listens to each other, b.) encourages each other to share ideas, c.) responds respectfully to each other’s input, d.) shares its own ideas, e.) facilitates meaningful discussion, f.) follows its own ground rules, g.) evaluates the ideas of the literary work, and h.) applies the themes and events to real life.


	Resources/Materials Required

a table in a quiet space, copies of the biblio-therapeutic books, large sheets of paper, a marker, list of sample ground rules, annotated bibliography of biblio-therapeutic books, group discussion evaluation rubric, paper voting slips, pizza or sandwiches (optional)




NEIU/Chicago Teachers’ Center Lesson Plan Template • Page 2

