	Reading Intervention with Sunrise Over Fallujah unit
At Social Justice High School English teacher Dee Bolos and reading specialist Tinaya York conducted intensive reading instruction within the context of the unit they wrote for Sunrise Over Fallujah.  They discuss the intervention and results with pre- and post-testing below.
When did the intervention occur?  Length of intervention?   How many days, etc.? 


We started instruction in December (2009) and intervention is still continuing. To be more specific, this was less an "intervention" and more of rethinking instruction to build the reading capacity of our students. So in that since, the changes to instruction are still on-going.

	Is this something that could be replicated across content areas? 


Absolutely. We made changes to lesson plan structure, teaching-model, and utilizing more activities that stressed fluency and comprehension--all which are applicable to any content area.

	What was the  specific pre-test and post test used? 


We used the Ohio Literacy Alliance High School Reading Assessment developed by Timothy Rasinki (Ohio State University).

	Is this connected to DDI? 


In a sense...we first started the journey because of Ms. Bolos' concern with her students reading abilities. After reading Beer, (Sara Beer's "Había una vez...")  we took a step back and recognized that we really needed to assess the students first in order to understand what areas may be impacting the comprehension (i.e. was it at the word level, text to difficult, etc.). So we did the reading probe, and found students did have trouble at the word level, and comprehending text at grade level. So we took that data and made changes to instruction and the texts that we used to teach the skills embedded in the Springboard curriculum.

 

	What strategies are being taught to kids?  How are they taught? 


Mainly close reading and fix-up strategies (re-reading text, using context clues or dictionary),

Again, most of the changes were made to the instruction and the types of activities that would support improved reading such as partner reading, popcorn reading, introducing vocabulary before reading (so pre-reading strategies). Strategies were modeled by the teacher, students read things together, changed text at a lower reading level so students could access it to improve comprehension--hence the use of Fallujah.

	Are strategies ones students can use in other areas? 


Absolutely. The main focus was for students to be better readers...so close reading and fix up strategies can definitely be applied to other areas.

	Would you and Dee Bolos be willing to present your unit fall of 2010 at our YAL Conference?


Yes, we would be willing to present.

