College Essay


College Essay
This essay is a personal statement, written in the first-person point-of-view, which shows something important about you. Your essay should provide readers with a look into your mind, heart, dreams, and/or community while also demonstrating your personal style. This is the element of your college application that reveals the most about your personality and character.  It can help you stand out among hundreds or thousands of other applicants, especially those with similar test scores, grades, activities, and experiences. Every application has test scores, grades, and recommendations - but only you have your unique story.  Write about something that does not show up in letters of recommendation or on your application.
A successful college essay:
highlights a single point that is important to you or about you
shows your strengths
is authentic and thoughtful
has meaning and interest to your readers
is memorable
Your essay can be used for:
college applications, scholarship opportunities, writing contests
Goals of the College Essay
Some colleges ask you to answer a specific question in your college essay; they may give you a few options to choose from. Other colleges want you to tell them about yourself, leaving the focus up to you. Regardless of what they ask for, the bottom line is this: colleges want to get to know you as an individual. Your essay is one piece of the application that allows them to do so.
It is important to make the personal statement personal- a list of your activities and accomplishments won't do. The goal is to gather information about you-your preferences, values, mental process, creativity, sense of humor and depth of knowledge.
Write about something that makes you unique-



An unusual name


Instrument you play


Place in family


Something from your past or family background


Summer job


A favorite book or character
Heroes
Guidelines

Be positive: if you write about stumbling blocks on the road to success, write more about the road than the stumbles.

Don’t let anyone else write for you-editing is fine and recommended but it must be your essay.  Follow the rules: look carefully at the questions, any restrictions, the length, stay on topic. As a final edit, always read the essay out loud.

Introduction

Create intrigue-draw the reader into your essay-focus on one topic- one view of yourself-be clever

Write with passion, sensitivity and humanity.  Speak from your heart: what you have learned not what you have done.  Passion means honest and genuine. Talk about where you get inspiration. If you truly feel passionate about a subject, it will show.

Use language you normally use, personality counts-it doesn’t show up anywhere else on your application. Use imagery and clarity instead of big words.  Keep language and structure simple, direct, clear.

Conclusions should not summarize.

What Experts Say:
"Students make the mistake of guessing what admissions officers want to hear, the difference between a compelling essay and a run-of-the-mill essay is the integrity and sincerity of the student's voice. A good application essay reads like a good book. It has plot, character development, twists and turns, humor, pain, and other sublime aspects. There is a balance of description and reflection; energy and vitality are reflected."
Michael Goldberger, Director of Admissions, Brown University
