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             Chicago Teachers’ Center/NEIU

        Units for Books Program

        Unit Template

An expandable version of this form is available online at www.gearupchicago.org or www.neiu.edu/~yal.
	Title of Unit:  Determine Your Own Future
Book:  Upstate
	Date Submitted:
2/21/10

	Unit Developed by:  Pat McAvoy

	School:  Mather High School                                                                  
	Grade Level(s):   11th and 12th

	When will the unit be implemented?  Spring 2010

	About how many classroom hours will the unit take? 10 in junior year and 10 in senior year 

	Curriculum Areas:  Legal Systems II -Third year in a four year law program with carry over to the senior year program Legal Systems III.


	Brief Description of the Unit: This unit will utilize the text Upstate by Kalisha Buckhanon to support the Criminal Justice Unit on Prisons and the Penal System as well as a supplement to the unit on Biological Causes of Crime. In addition, this will serve as a preparation for their senior year legal class where they focus on college preparation with emphasis on college essays and career choices. 



	Illinois State Learning Standards to be addressed by this unit.  List the applicable learning standards.  

14 AB H-L


	Teacher’s Focus Question: As a teacher, what aspect of your own instructional practice will you be examining or testing out in this unit?  What is your goal and how will you know if you have succeeded? 
Ensuring students have a solid understanding of the U.S. prison system and challenges that we face as a country in balancing the economic/social issues of punish v. rehabilitation.  

In addition this will extend to ensuring they are prepared to apply to colleges, understanding their opportunities, developing goals, what is required of them in this endeavor, and stretching for the best schools not just compromising on their choices.
This will be accomplished by brainstorming topics, modeling essay development, discussions through philosophical chairs, and modeling letter writing. 


	Rigor, Relationship, and Relevance We believe that successful high schools have three elements in common.  The schools set high academic standards and provide rigorous instruction paired with meaningful support so that all students can meet those high standards.  Teachers build trusting relationships with students and take steps to build community within their classrooms.  They take an interest in students’ lives, drawing on their real-world experiences and current understandings to build new knowledge.  Teachers make school relevant to students, showing them the connections between success in school and their plans for the future. (What Matters for Staying On-Track and Graduating in Chicago Public Schools, 2007. Consortium on Chicago School Research).  We have divided this template into three sections to support your planning to include the new 3Rs.

	Academic Rigor

	Enduring Understandings What do you want your students to understand and be able to use ten years from now? 
Understanding of the issues with the current U.S. penal system with emphasis on rehabilitation v. punishment

Continue to put a human face on prisoners with an understanding that any one of us could be in the situation of these young people.
Understand how people without opportunity can be educationally and economically misunderstood, prejudged.
Understanding of their own ability to grow and change no matter what their background and personal challenges.
Life long readers and writers.


	Essential Questions What are the open-ended questions that will promote inquiry into the heart of the subject or discipline?

Can teenage love grow and survive? 

How do your friends and family influence who you are and the choices you make?

Can people change? How do we know that is possible? What does it take to really change?
What are the roles of teachers and mentors in your lives?

How to you envision you path to success?
How can your concepts change who you are:

    relate to peers, single parent families, concept of home as a safe place
How does the current penal system impact and reflect our society?



	Knowledge and Skill What will your students know and be able to do at the end of the unit? How will your students use higher order thinking skills?
Understanding of the penal system. Be able to debate the issues of rehabilitation vs. punishment
Develop their personal statement for college applications.

Develop excellent letter writing skills.
Be able to analyze and discuss the key characters and themes.

Be able to analyze and discuss key quotes.


	Assessment Evidence/Instruments How will you know how well your students learned?  Attach rubrics and checklists, if used.
Personal essay rubric

Key discussion questions- key points for discussion
Rubric for analysis of characters/quotation

Copies of letters 

Test on the penal system.

	Learning Activities List the most important learning activities students will perform during the unit.
Personal essay for college application
Written analysis of characters.

Analyze key quotations in writing
Write the key facts that were leaned about the penal system and relate those to material in the classroom text.

Write letters to key characters.

Group discussions on significant issues such as teen love, ability to succeed,


	Differentiating Instruction In what ways does the unit respond to students’ different learning styles or multiple intelligences? What modifications are made for students with special needs? ELL students?
Provides reading, writing, discussion opportunities, will combine individual, small group and whole class activities.


	Relevance

	How does the unit relate to students’ lives, skills, cultures, language, and background knowledge? How does the unit show students the relevance of their work in school to their future lives?
 Explore common themes in the book that relate to teenagers including love, jail, relationships, family, school issues, college opportunities, neighborhood violence.
Share personal stories in small groups and with whole class 

Practical application of letter writing and personal essays for college.


	Relationship

	How does the unit build, support, and draw from a trusting classroom community? 
Sharing family stories, reactions to key points -quotes in text
Class discussion of topics listed under essential questions that personally relate to students
Written responses to quotes shared with class.
Sharing college research/ scholarship opportunities with peers.
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