Unit Plan for Witness by Karen Hesse

Three Week Plan

By: Jodi Arndt and Natalie Lyon
Day One:

Pre-Reading exercise- Character Exploration

· Enlarge character pictures provided by the author at the beginning of the text

· Students will use prior knowledge to develop judgments about the characters’ personalities.

· Students will make predictions about the text based on their judgments.

· Students will discuss the questions- What does it mean to be a “witness”?  Have you ever been a “witness” to something that made you uncomfortable or made you question your environment?  If you are a “witness” does that mean you are obligated to become a participant?

· Students will free-write – Write about a time when you were a “witness” Who was involved?  What was the outcome?

· Discussion about how the novel is set up.

Homework: Read pages 3-10 and answer comprehension questions.  

Day Two:

· Start class with whole-group discussion revolving around rural vs. urban setting.  Students will look at geographic pictures that help to create a visual difference between their society and the setting of the novel.  

· Set up historical background for students; timeline of events- women’s rights, prohibition, political and religious affliations.

· Read and discuss Teacher-created article- see attached.

· Review comprehension questions and vocabulary review.

Homework:  Read pages 11-20 and answer comprehension questions.

Day Three:

· Discuss comprehension questions and vocabulary review.

· Whole class discussion about the KKK.

· Read and discuss article- see attached.

· Explain the idea of Assignment Menu to students.

Homework:  Read pages 21-31 and answer comprehension questions.

Day Four:

· Review Act I themes.

· Vocabulary review

· Whole group discussion -make predictions about Act II

· Student directed time for Assignment menu.

Homework:  Read pages 35-43 and answer comprehension questions.

Day Five:

· Review comprehension questions and vocabulary.

· Student directed time for Assignment menu.

Homework:  Read pages 44-61  and answer comprehension questions.

Day Six:

· Review comprehension questions and vocabulary.

· Student directed time for Assignment menu.

Homework: Read pages 65-74 and answer comprehension questions.

Day Seven:

· Review comprehension questions and vocabulary.

· Student directed time for Assignment menu.

Homework: Read pages 75-86 and answer comprehension questions.

Day Eight:

· Review comprehension questions and vocabulary.

· Student directed time for Assignment menu.

Homework: Read pages 87-96 and answer comprehension questions.

Day Nine:

· Review Act II themes.

· Review comprehension questions and vocabulary.

· Student directed time for Assignment menu.

Homework: Read pages 99-107 and answer comprehension questions.

Day Ten:

· Review Act III themes.

· Review comprehension questions and vocabulary.

· Student directed time for Assignment menu.

Homework: Read pages 108-128 and answer comprehension questions.

Day Eleven:

· Review Act IV themes.

· Review comprehension questions and vocabulary.

· Student directed time for Assignment menu.

Homework: Read pages 131-140 and answer comprehension questions.

Day Twelve:

· Review comprehension questions and vocabulary.

· Student directed time for Assignment menu.

Homework: Read pages 141-151 and answer comprehension questions.

Day Thirteen:

· Review comprehension questions and vocabulary.

· Student directed time for Assignment menu.

Homework: Read pages 152- 161 and answer comprehension questions.

Day Fourteen:

· Review comprehension questions and vocabulary.

· Student directed time for Assignment menu.

Homework:  Finish Assignment Menu projects

Day Fifteen:

· Share Assignment Menu Projects.

