About the Author

"I'm not certain when I realized I wasn't like my friends. But from an early age it felt right to keep my inner world a secret. As a result people thought of me as shy; I was an observer of life more than a full-fledged participant.”


-Karen Hesse

As educators, we believe that it is our unique task to equip our students with skills that will enable them to observe and question the world around them.  The interaction with text is an excellent vehicle to explore, observe, question, and lastly comment on the world that the author creates for her readers.  

Hesse, an East Coast native, and one who resides in Vermont currently with her husband and her two children, uses her gift of observation and parlays that stories that are both uplifting and heartbreaking at the same time.  A winner of multiple national book awards, (1998 Newberry Award Medal, Scott O’Dell Award) Hesse has always surrounded herself with books.  As a University of Maryland graduate, Hesse worked as a proofreader before the publication of her first book in 1991. Hesse has had approximately thirteen works published since 1991.

We wish to incorporate Witness into our reading program hoping that our students find it as inspiring, as thought provoking, and as touching as we did as readers.

