Comprehension Questions for Witness by Karen Hesse

Pages 3-10

1. Why is Lenora Sutter being bothered by students in her class?

2. Do you think that Percelle Johnson feels guilty about Lenora’s mother’s death?  Why or why not?

Pages 11-20

1. What is Iris Weaver’s secret life?

2. What makes Sara Chickering different from the rest of the characters?

Pages 21-31

1. Contrast Johnny Reeves and Fitzgerald Flitt’s opinion of women.

Pages 35-43

1. Why do you think the author put the murder case of Leopold and Loeb in the novel?

2. How were Leopold and Loeb caught?

Pages 44- 61

1. Even though Leopold and Loeb are caught, who does get away with murder in the novel?

2. What happened to Sara Chickering’s kitchen window? 

Pages 65-74

1. What does Reynard Alexander tell us about the Klan?

Pages 75-86

1. What was Esther trying to do on the train tracks?

2. Who saves her?  Who notices it but does nothing to save Esther?

Pages 87-96

1. What are Harvey and Viola fighting about?  What is each of their opinions?

Pages 99-107

1. Describe the relationship between Lenora and Mr. Field?

Pages 108-128

1. Why does the Klan threaten Reynard Alexander?

2. Why does Sara Chickering like Mr. Hirsh?

3. Why does Mrs. Reeves write a letter to Harvey Pettibone?

4. What does the Klan want Merlin to do?

5. How does Johnny Reeves try to “redeem himself” with the Klan?

6. What is un-American about the Klan?

7. What happens to Harvey’s phonograph?

Pages 131-140

1. How do Lenora and Esther know that Merlin is not guilty?

2. What does the Klan do to Johnny Reeves?  What happens to him on page 140?

Pages 141-151

1. Who shot Mr. Hirsh?

2. What does Mr. Field do on the courthouse steps?

3. Why does Merlin come back?

Pages 152-161

1. Do you think that Johnny Reeves is alive?  Why or why not?

2. Do you notice a change in Harvey and Viola’s relationship at the end of the novel?  What is that change?  Why do you think that is?

