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	Activity: Vocabulary Exploration, Writing and Reading Witness: Voices from the Holocaust


	Illinois Learning Standards:

	 
	English Language Arts 
Goal 1:Read with understanding and fluency. 

1. Students who meet this standard can apply word analysis and vocabulary skills to comprehend selections (Standard 1A).

· Expand knowledge of word origins and derivations and use idioms, analogies, metaphors and similes to extend vocabulary development. (Benchmark 1.A.4a) 
In this activity students will demonstrate the ability to:
(Performance Descriptors)
· 2. Apply knowledge of structural analysis to construct meaning of difficult or unfamiliar words.(Stage H )
· 3. Infer the appropriate meaning of a word in context when the word has multiple meanings.(Stage H )
English Language Arts 
Goal 2:Read and understand literature representative of various societies, eras and ideas. 

1. Students who meet this standard can read and interpret a variety of literary works (Standard 2B).

· Discuss and evaluate motive, resulting behavior and consequences demonstrated in literature. (Benchmark 2.B.4c) 
In this activity students will demonstrate the ability to:
(Performance Descriptors)
· 1. Respond to text.(Stage H )
· 2. Make connections from text to text, text to self, and text to world.(Stage H )
· 3. Paraphrase, summarize, synthesize, and evaluate information from a variety of texts and genres.(Stage H )
· 4. Make connections between text and its culture.(Stage H )
English Language Arts 
Goal 3:Write to communicate for a variety of purposes. 

1. Students who meet this standard can communicate ideas in writing to accomplish a variety of purposes (Standard 3C).

· Using available technology, produce compositions and multimedia works for specified audiences. (Benchmark 3.C.4b) 
In this activity students will demonstrate the ability to:
(Performance Descriptors)
· 1. Use appropriate language, details, and format for a specified audience.(Stage H )
· 2. Write creatively for a specified purpose and audience (e.g., short story, poetry, radio scripts, play, TV commercial).(Stage H )
· 4. Compose a multi-paragraph piece of expository writing.(Stage H )
English Language Arts 
Goal 4:Listen and speak effectively in a variety of situations. 

1. Students who meet this standard can listen effectively in formal and informal situations (Standard 4A).

· Apply listening skills as individuals and members of a group in a variety of settings (e.g., lectures, discussions, conversations, team projects, presentations, interviews). (Benchmark 4.A.4a) 
In this activity students will demonstrate the ability to:
(Performance Descriptors)
· 1. Appraise the situation and assume the appropriate listening mode.(Stage H )
· 8. Analyze, paraphrase, and summarize information, in both oral and written form, information in formal/ informal presentations.(Stage H )
· 11. Modify, control, block out both internal and external distractions.(Stage H )


	 Assessments
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	CRI Components

	 
	 
	Fluency Comprehension, Word Knowledge and Writing
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	Evidence of Mastery

	 
	 
	Students will be able to reflect critically on the teacher's reading, Complete comprehension questions using complete sentences, and connect their reading to their own lives through writing.
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	I Can Statements

	 
	 
	I can summarize reading, and give my opinions about what I have read. I can read and understand literature, and how it relates to my life. I can complete comprehension questions that demonstrate my understanding. I can make connections between what I read and my own life in my writing.

	 

	 Student Learning Opportunities
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	Skills Needed

	 
	 
	writing, reading, listening, and comprehension skills
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	Strategies

	 
	 
	Students will follow along in their books while teacher reads Night. Students will stop teacher to ask questions or make comments. Students will look in their vocabulary notebooks when they encounter challenging words in context. Students will utilize their groups to discuss difficult passages in the text
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	Student Learning Activities

	 
	 
	Focus Lesson - Students will follow along while teacher reads aloud from Night. Students will complete a Reading Log that includes a summery and a personal reaction. 
Focus Lesson - Students will be introduced to new vocabulary words that will appear in the week's reading. Students will generate graphic organizers for each vocabulary word that connect the word to their own lives. 
Student Team Literature - Students will read aloud from Witness: Voices from the Holocaust with their group, and complete comprehension questions for each chapter. 
Learning Center - Students will be assigned a choice of two topics that connect the day's reading to their lives.
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	Instructional Groups

	 
	 
	Students will be seated in groups of 4 for the duration of the class period.
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	Differentiation / Accommodation

	 
	 
	Students will be seated with peer tutors as needed. Students will be assigned shorter passages to read based on their intervention plan or IEP
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	Homework

	 
	 
	Students will create meaningful sentences using their new vocabulary.
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