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	Title of Unit: Connecting to the Holocaust Through Personal Narratives 


	Date Submitted:

1/30/09

	Unit Developed by: April Tondelli
	

	School: Roberto Clemente Achievement Academy 
	

	Approximate # of Hours Spent to Develop Unit: 5
	

	Grade Level(s):    10th 
	

	Curriculum Areas: Reading, English, History

	

	Brief Description of the Unit (50-75 words): Students will explore the genre of personal narrative and compare individuals’ unique experiences during a turning point of world history: The Holocaust and WWII. Students will choose 1 of 19 teenagers whose experiences are chronicled in the book WITNESS: Voices from the Holocaust, to follow and keep a journal regarding their personal response to the text. Students will focus on making text – to self, text to text and text to world responses. Students will also read the book Night to offer further background and narrative contextualization. 
 

	

	Enduring Understandings (What do you want your students to understand and be able to use ten years from now?)
1) To understand history through both a global and personal lens

2) To understand how to make extended personal connections to a specific character in a texts – Reader Response

3) How to use a Personal Narrative or Memoir to express your own unique story 


	

	Essential Questions

(What are the open-ended questions that will promote inquiry into the heart of the subject or discipline?)
1) Why did the survivors featured in this book have such different experiences?

2) What did their experiences have in common? 

3) How can creating your own personal narrative help the outside world understand what is going on in your own community?


	Knowledge and Skill

(What will your students know and be able to do at the end of the unit?)
1) Students will be able to make extensive connections to between themselves, the Holocaust survivors featured in the book, and the world around them.

2) Students will be able to create a personal narrative as a way of sharing a transformative life event with the rest of the world.

3) Students will be able to view history through the lens of individual participants, and not just dots on a timeline or third person narration in a history book.



	Assessment Evidence/Instruments: 

(How will you know how well your students learned?  Attach rubrics and checklists, if used.)

1) Students will complete a detailed Reader Response Journal which prompts them to chart their responses to one survivor of their choice in the areas of text – to – text, text to self, and text to world connections.

2) Students will choose to write a “next chapter” of their survivor using extensive details from the text, draw a scene using extensive details from the text, or write their own personal narrative about a transformative event from their own lives.

Learning Activities: 

(List the most important learning activities students will perform during the unit.)

1) Students will learn how to complete a reader response journal

2) Students will learn how to make detailed text to text, text to self, and text to world connections.


	

	Required materials/resources requested from GEAR-UP: 30 copies of 

WITNESS: Voices from the Holocaust (Paperback)
by Joshua M. Greene (Author), Shiva Kumar (Author) 

	


Connecting to the Holocaust Through Personal Narratives: Final Project Options

1) INTERVIEW WITH “YOUR” SURVIVOR: Given what you know about your survivor and their experiences, what questions do you have about them? Create a mock interview of 15- 20 open – ended questions that you would like to ask them. Then use your knowledge of their lives and the experiences of other Holocaust survivors to create answers that you believe are true to that person. List pages from the text to support your answers. Use the open – ended interviewing techniques that we have been practicing though out the school year.

2) WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?: Using information on “your survivor” from the text, write a follow up narrative written several years after the end of WWII. Where are they living? How are they dealing with the trauma they experienced? What is happening to the rest of their family? What are their plans for the future? Include page numbers for at least 5 details from the text that helped you create your vision.

3) DRAW A SCENE: Draw a scene from the narrative of “your” survivor. Then write an essay explaining your vision, and include at least 5 details from the text, with page numbers, that helped you create your vision.

4) PERSONAL NARRATIVE: Write your own personal narrative about an event from your own life that you believe needs to be shared with the world. The event can be either positive or negative. Began with an introductory paragraph that introduces you, and states why you decided this life event was important to share. What do you think other people could learn by reading your narrative?
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