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Author:

On August 29, 1952 a fantastic author was born. This author is Karen Hesse. She grew up in Baltimore, Maryland. She has a mom, a dad, and one brother. When she was 10 she thought she was good with words when her teacher told her she should become a professional writer. Karen also dreamed she could become a writer. Finally 30 years later her dream came true. After getting a B.A. in English and 2 double minors in Psychology and Anthropology, Karen Hesse became an author. 


Karen Hesse’s first book, Wish On A Unicorn, was published in 1991. Most of her books are about religion. Karen tries to teach kids that all religions are special. She got her idea for Music Of The Dolphin from an interview off of “Fresh Air”. Some of the books that Karen Hesse wrote are: Letters From Rifka, Out Of The Dusk, Witness, and Poppy’s Chair .

 Karen Hesse has made her 5th grade dream come true by writing over 25 children’s books.  Presently,  Karen Hesse lives in Vermont with her husband, Randy, and her two daughters, Kate and Rachel.

Summary of Book:

Award-winning author Karen Hesse's latest book covers a surprising series of events. It takes place in 1924, in Vermont, as the Ku Klux Klan begins to move into a quiet town. Hesse proves that prejudice was as strong in the north as it was in the south.

At first, the book looks as though it may be a play: each character is seen with their picture attached. But, in fact, the novel is written in verse. One 12-year-old character, Leanora Sutter, is the only black girl in the small town. She befriends an odd Jewish girl named Esther, even though Esther is half her age. Together they face the stream of prejudice spewed forth by the Klan. 

Their small town is not used to the ways of the Klan. Many are drawn into it because of the friendship its members share; others honestly believe, for a short time, that the Klan is looking out for the best interests of the town. By the time people realize what it is really about, hateful, violent acts begin happening late at night. Those who have joined are frightened. Those who opposed the Klan to begin with are terrified. Esther's father is shot at, and Mr. Sutter's friend is threatened repeatedly.  

Hesse creates wonderful characters --- the creepy Reverend Reeves, sassy Iris Weaver, and most of all, Leanora and Esther. In Witness we see that even in the smallest town, people run the gamut of personalities: from almost evil to amazingly brave and good.  Witness offers the reader a chance to see humans struggling with profound issues of good and evil.

Curricular Connections:

Witness has obvious connections to Social Studies.  The study of racism, civil rights, the Ku Klux Klan, the Holocaust  all tie in well with the study of this novel.  Overall, the overall theme or prejudice can be used.  This piece is also a time sensitive novel, relating to the Great Depression.  An in depth study can be coupled with the reading of Witness.
Rationale:

Witness will provide an in-depth study of racism while providing a new perspective on an old, recurring injustice.  The format of Hesse’s writing is unique and the character Esther, although quite young, may be the smartest person on the face of the earth.  Yet, in all its evil and despair, Witness offers the reader the idea of change--how individual change, standing up against and speaking up,  can begin a ripple effect which can result in history.
Students will enjoy Hesse’s style of writing, her sense of characterization while taking a trip to the past in hopes to create a future good for all.

Witness Novel Unit Plan- Lesson Plans

CRI Key: W-Word Knowledge; F-Fluency, C-Comprehension, Wr-Writing

State Goals: 1/A/3b, 1/B/3a-3d, 1/C/3a-3e, 2/A/3b, 3d, 2/B/3a-3c, 3/A/3, 3/B/3a-3b, 3/C/3a, 4/A/3a, 4/B/3a, 3c, 3d, 5/A/3a, 5/B/3a, 5/C/3a-3c

	Day 1 F Wr C
What is Racism?  List examples throughout history
Unit goals & overview

HW-Find two articles in newspaper reflecting present day racism
	Day 2 C F W
Character sheets

Reading in role

Individually, group

Choral poems

HW-vocabulary

Section1
	Day3 C F Wr
Read pp. 1-16; students read in roles silently then to partners

Discuss

HW-questions, log
	Day 4 Wr F C
Journal entry RAFT

Read pp. 17-31

Group discussion-What are the similarities between Vera and Esther?
HW-questions, log
	Day 5 W F Wr C
Vocabulary quiz section 1
Read 32-50 in role

Silently first then aloud to group

HW-questions, log, vocab section 2

	Day 6 C F Wr W
Sociogram; list changes and relationships

Of characters

In groups make predictions

Read in groups 51-61

HW-vocab section 2, questions, log
	Day 7 C F Wr
Read pp. 61-92
Discuss

Hw-questions, log


	Day 8 F C Wr
Group discussion-what are the dangers for Sara? How have they intensified?

Predict 

Read 93-125

HW-questions log
	Day 9 W C Wr
Vocab quiz section 2

Review Sociogram; are the relationships changing

HW-read 126-140, questions, log
	Day 10 W C
Vocab section 3

Journal; how will story end?

Select one event from story you think to be major and draw it

Hw-picture

	Day 11 F C Wr
Read 141-163

Discuss ending

What surprises did Hesse have in store for us? 

How has the town changed?  Characters?

HW- Hesse’s writing style write epilogue-what will town be like in 5 yrs
	Day 12 F Wr C W
Vocab section 3 quiz

Given selection of pages, create a skit
	Day 13 F C
Further develop skit
	Day 14 F C W
Final Vocabulary test

Rehearse
	Day 15 F C
Presentations

Day 16-Unit test


Unit Level Assessment:
Skit, final vocabulary test, unit test, journals, sociogram, RAFT, study guide questions and predictions
Lesson Plan-Day 6 “Sociogram”

Goals: 1A/3b  1/B/3c
1/C/3b
1/C/3d
2/A/3b
2/B/3a
2/B/3c
3/A/3
3/B/3a
4/A/3a,3c

CRI:
Comprehension-understand relationships among various characters

Fluency-share ideas, discuss with group

Writing-write in complete ideas, express ideas thoroughly through writing

Word knowledge-identify, define, and use vocabulary presented in novel

Objective: 

Students will distinguish among the various characters, select three, and explain the relationships between the characters.  Based on relationships that are defined, students will make three predictions for the story.

Materials: 

Sociogram, character notes, character hand-out, novel, prediction chart

Activity:

In pairs students will be given a sociogram.  The students will select three characters to define through Sociogram.  Students will scan novel, notes and explain and justify relationships between the characters.  After sociograms are finished they will present findings to class.  

Next, using characterization information, students will create a prediction chart.  They will make three predictions and supply justification/evidence for their predictions.

Finally, students will continue reading and test their predictions.

Assessment:

Sociograms, presentations of ideas, prediction chart

Homework:

Vocabulary section 2 (synonyms and antonyms), study guide questions pp. 51-61, log
