YAL Units for Books Planning Template


	Title of Unit:  Orphans in America 1850-1920
	

	Unit Developed by:  Michelle Warden
	

	Approximate # of Hours Spent to Develop Unit:  16
	

	Grade Level(s):  6th (adaptable for 5th-8th)
	

	Curriculum Areas: 

Language Arts (reading, writing, research, listening, speaking, viewing); Social Science; Science; Fine Arts


	

	Brief Description of the Unit (50-75 words):   

In this unit students will learn about life for homeless children, orphans, from approximately 1850-1920.  Students will learn about some of the options such as orphanages, street living, and the orphan trains and form opinions about the pros and cons of each.  Some of the causes of orphaned children will also be explored such as cholera and poverty.  Focus groups may explore issues such as immunizations, streets and sanitation, the foster care system, or another relevant topic that they choose after reading We Rode the Orphan Trains and discussing life as an orphan during the time period under investigation.  Students will use math, geography, and drawing skills to chart the path that the children in Rodzina and Worth traveled.  


	

	Enduring Understandings (What do you want your students to understand and be able to use ten years from now?)
I would like my students to understand that they have a role to play as citizens of the United States and that one person can make a difference.  For each orphan, the receiving families had the power to save a life or ruin a life.  The man responsible for beginning the orphan trains in New York believed that he could find a solution to a huge social problem whereas most people probably ignored or complained about the homeless children on the streets.  Will they be agents of positive change, negative change, or simply coast through life blindfolded?  I hope they will learn that it is important and possible to be a positive force in the world.  


	

	Essential Questions

(What are the open-ended questions that will promote inquiry into the heart of the subject or discipline?)
1. What do American citizens have a right to expect?  

2. Is the U.S. Government responsible for feeding, clothing, and housing homeless people?  

3. What is in place now that was not in place in the past for homeless children?  

4. How do we as citizens make social change happen?  

5. How do we choose what issues are worth fighting for?  

6. Do politics affect children?  

7. Does it matter to children what governments do?  


	Knowledge and Skill

(What will your students know and be able to do at the end of the unit?)
· Students will be able to read for information 

· Draw a map, plot locations, and include a map key 

· Write for a specific purpose and audience; 

· Present information 

· Demonstrate speaking and listening skills 
· Conduct research using print and online sources

	Assessment Evidence/Instruments: 

(How will you know how well your students learned?  Attach rubrics and checklists, if used.)

· A rubric will be used to assess the focus group presentations.

· Student self-assessments will be used to assess student attitudes about their own learning.

· A post-test will be used to assess students’ understanding of the time period and issues discussed during the unit.

· Reader response journal entries and small group discussions will provide evidence of reading comprehension of the novels used.  

Learning Activities: 

(List the most important learning activities students will perform during the unit.)

· Read Worth or Rodzina and participate in discussions and respond to text in journals

· Create maps that chart the journeys of the characters in Rodzina and Worth as they rode the orphan trains

· Listen to read-aloud sections of We Rode the Orphan Trains 
· Complete Venn diagrams or T-charts to compare and contrast the characters in the fiction texts to those read about in the nonfiction text  

· Use the text We Rode the Orphan Trains, other texts, and web sites as references for focus group inquiry

· Develop focus group presentations to educate the class about what they have discovered

· Create a timeline of major events in the United States between 1850 and 1920

· Make a poster informing people of symptoms and treatments of common diseases during the time period that may or may not be curable today

· Make a poster educating people about the need for clean water, hands, and other sanitation issues that caused most of the health epidemics of the time period

*Small groups will complete some of the projects listed above rather than each student completing everything.  In addition, as the unit progresses, there may be added activities and/or substitutions.   
	

	Required materials/resources requested from GEAR-UP:

· Attach a Standards-Based Weekly Lesson Plan for each week of the Unit.
(http://sbci.cps.k12.il.us/templates/cc_lp.dot)

· Attach a CPS Lesson Plan for one day of the Unit.
(http://mr-rogers2.it.northwestern.edu/cgi-bin/WebObjects/ActivityDemo)
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