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Standards-Based Weekly Lesson Plan for Course/Content Area

Teacher: Warden
Grade: 6th
Content: cross-curricular
Room: 324
week: 1
Unit Overview

In this unit students will learn about life for homeless children, orphans, from approximately 1850-1920.  Students will learn about some of the options such as orphanages, street living, and the orphan trains and form opinions about the pros and cons of each.  I would like my students to understand that they have a role to play as citizens of the United States and that one person can make a difference.  For each orphan, the receiving families had the power to save a life or ruin a life.  The man responsible for beginning the orphan trains in New York believed that he could find a solution to a huge social problem whereas most people probably ignored or complained about the homeless children on the streets.  Will they be agents of positive change, negative change, or simply coast through life blindfolded?  I hope they will learn that it is important and possible to be a positive force in the world.

Weekly Overview

· Students will be introduced to the time period and the effect it had on children via some reading of history in We Rode the Orphan Trains, social textbook, and watching the program The Little Princess.    

· They will also be introduced to real people who were in these situations and the role that the “Orphan Trains” played in their lives.  

· During this week students will probably question the justice of how society treated orphans and the rights/privileges we assume are a given for us as American citizens.  

· Students will choose between Rodzina and Worth to read.      

· Create a timeline of major events in the United States between 1850 and 1920
· Read Worth or Rodzina and participate in discussions and respond to text in journals

· Reader response journal entries and small group discussions will provide evidence of reading comprehension of the novels used.  
	Monday

Standard(s)

Benchmark(s)

Performance Descriptor (s)

CRI Integration: x Comprehension      Word Knowledge      Fluency    x  Writing
Assessments/Evidence of Student Mastery/Products: 

Students will be able to respond to the film through discussion and journal writing.

Student Learning Activities:

Watch The Little Princess; discuss the film’s themes of vulnerability, personal strength/resilience, and any others students identify; write a response to the film that identifies one of the themes and supports it with details from the film.

Resources (Materials/Texts/Visuals/Technology):

The Little Princess; journals; pens/pencils

Homework:  Finish journal entry



	Tuesday

Standard(s)

Benchmark(s)

Performance Descriptor (s)

CRI Integration:  Comprehension      Word Knowledge      Fluency      Writing
Assessments/Evidence of Student Mastery/Products: 

Performance will be assessed based on students’ ability to stay on task during the research period in the computer lab.  Timelines will assess their ability to identify significant events in history.

Student Learning Activities:

Students will conduct research on the time period between 1850-1920 in the computer lab. 

Create a timeline of major events in the United States between 1850 and 1920- students may use traditional art supplies or create the timeline on the computer.

Choose a book to read – Rodzina or Worth, preview the book in small groups and make initial predictions.
Resources (Materials/Texts/Visuals/Technology):

Computer lab, notebooks, pens/pencils

Homework:

Read the first chapter of Rodzina or Worth


	Wednesday

Standard(s)

Benchmark(s)

Performance Descriptor (s)

CRI Integration:  Comprehension      Word Knowledge      Fluency      Writing

Assessments/Evidence of Student Mastery/Products: 

Reader response journals will assess whether students completed their assigned reading; Performance will be assessed based on students’ ability to stay on task during the research period in the computer lab.  Timelines will assess their ability to identify significant events in history.

Student Learning Activities:

Continue research on the time period between 1850-1920 in the computer lab and timeline of major events in the United States between 1850 and 1920- students may use traditional art supplies or create the timeline on the computer.

Students will respond to text in their reader response journals – “Share your thoughts about why you chose this book to read and whether your initial predictions were correct or not so far.  Make a new prediction if new information has changed it.”  

On a piece of chart paper students will contribute new vocabulary they learn from their readings: list word, predicted meaning from context, and dictionary definition.
Resources (Materials/Texts/Visuals/Technology):

Computer lab, notebooks, pencil/pens

Homework:

Read chapter 2 of Worth or Rodzina.



	Thursday

Standard(s)

Benchmark(s)

Performance Descriptor (s)

CRI Integration:  Comprehension      Word Knowledge      Fluency      Writing

Assessments/Evidence of Student Mastery/Products: 

Performance will be assessed based on students’ ability to stay on task during the research period in the computer lab.  Timelines will assess their ability to identify significant events in history.
Student Learning Activities:

Share portions of We Rode the Orphan Trains to introduce students to real people who were in these situations and the role that the “Orphan Trains” played in their lives. During this week students will probably question the justice of how society treated orphans and the rights/privileges we assume are a given for us as American citizens.

Finish research and timelines.

Small groups will meet to discuss the book they are reading and read chapter 3 together.  Groups will write some of their wonderings about anything related to the book or time period and share with the class. 

Contribute new vocabulary to the class vocabulary chart.  
Resources (Materials/Texts/Visuals/Technology):

Computer lab, notebooks, pens/pencils

Homework:

Read chapter 4



	Friday

Standard(s)

Benchmark(s)

Performance Descriptor (s)

CRI Integration:  Comprehension      Word Knowledge      Fluency      Writing

Assessments/Evidence of Student Mastery/Products: 

Student Learning Activities:

Students will contribute to a class timeline to be posted on the bulletin board for the period between 1850 and 1920.

Teacher read aloud portions of We Rode the Orphan Trains; compare the experiences of some of the children with the characters in our books. 

Finish any incomplete work from the week.

Small groups will meet to discuss the book they are reading and read chapter 5 together.  Groups will write some of their wonderings about anything related to the book or time period and share with the class. 

Contribute new vocabulary to the class vocabulary chart.
Resources (Materials/Texts/Visuals/Technology):

Computer lab, notebook, pencil/pens

Homework:

Read chapter 6
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